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I>o not smile at me that I boast her off; 
For thou shalt find she will outstrip all praise^ 
And make it halt behind her. 
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AN 



APOLOGY. &ft 



My Dear Fbisno, 

Omitting all the reamM 
usually assigned by those who hate hete- 
tofore attempted to account for the pro- 
fusioD of Irish Absentees found in Eng- 
land, I shall venture upon new ground 
altogether ; and leaving political argii.^ 
ment aside, give the true reason in a tew 
plain words : it arises from the astonish- 
ing SUPERIORITY of this country 
over every other civilized nation upon 



the face of the earth. After having 
^d this^ I shall commit the task of 
drawing a comparison between England 
and Ireland, to some one else, and as 
much as I can, confine myself to a 
simple statement of truths in support 
of a^;|po8iiS0h : <lti tht one lldntf, aitaid- 
ing the style of fulsome commendation, 
and extravagant blandishment with 
which Mr, Twiss has treated our native 
land ; and on the otiifer, steei^ing ckar 
of sny thing like the butcherly severity, 
iand cruel sarcasm of Sir John Carr, 
when writing on the s^me subjiect. t 
a^mit-^for I am compelled to admit — 
that Mr. Twiss evinces a noble ]freedonk 
from prejudice, extreme gobdftess of 
lieart, and great suavit]f of dliaracter; 
tad the Knight, ati abutidance of Attib 
wit, vasit novelty of i«mark, ttuch ele- 
gance of manlier, and a rare spirit 6f 
inq;uiry« Bat 1 mtkst confete thki bate 
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pilots, alike f emote from ^dutiAn and 
ccmtetnpt, ^^M have pleekited mf iMte 
infinitely moit. 6n reading tlik d«t)lai- 
iration, you will natwidiy prepaid your- 
self for FaMs only, in what I am atKmt 
to commtrnicafte; and rdeelarQ th«t it 
is my design to iiisert nothing df another 
kind: yet, alasf the most tittadorned 
Picture of a Perfeit Beauty j'wiW still 
procure for the Painter, the title of ftat- 
terer amongst the ignorant undtbe^tt- 
Tious ; and such a fate may possibly be 
inine. • » .? 



* • i * . . . 



When I look over Wf N^teo, 
firom tire substance of which this 8fec?tdl 
is formed, I perceive indeed that l^y 
ftre an of an encomiastic d^sctiptidiit 
end that I have collected taottiini^ btrt 
ti^hat is fiavOT&ble to ihis mighty p^jfAe^ 
This*, i atn aWare, will gite tbf iftyHvdi^k, 
the colour of tch. eudgmhn^ rntlier < Ami 

B!2 



;t>f; an impartial hi^ioi^ of: EoglUh 
fiaia«H6rft t^i^ sQcl^f if yon think fil^ 
^you m^gr call it. Every thing praise- 
^worthy in England, yoo will not find 
here ; bAit for all I have insertedi you 
itoay depenfd on pdy fidelity ; and should 
tbi$ account pmv.e, upon the whole, very 
;p9negyfical,.as hii^ted above, it will the 
better Lfuit your tarn\of mindy as I 
^ll^w it; does my own: we are both 
what ar^ usually termed good-natured 
men, fond of looking on the pleasing 
side of every object presented to us , 
and mutually foes to that acrimony of 
dispo'sition^which delights in discovering 
mip^fe<!tioii, and in hunting oat and 
ex|N)sing to hatred or derision, the faults 
and foiblen of one's fellpw-creatures. 
Vfs have also, I know, invariably felt 
aurselves disgusted by a certain prac«i 
tii^e, too common ia our time ; I mean 
a habit some indulge i^ of embracing 



every opportunitj that oi!ers, tcr depre- 
ciftte one portion of the human race, 
in order to display in a more brilliant 
light t^e merits of another ; a cnstom 
yartiGtilarly observable in what relates 
to this country and our's : for you must 
frequently and with pain have noticed 
the attempts of innumerable seribbliiHi- 

ofTouTS^ Trips nnd Ramblei in Eriglaofd,' 
to represent that Island a^ almost in a 
state of barbarism ; and thus insidiously 
to exalt our native Ireland, by dravHng 
Ker portrsirt in enticing attitudes, . and 
picturesque atttre ; by which vile mode 
of proceeding, national animosities are 
cherished ; the people of Britain are 
mortified and abashed by seeing them* 
selves degraded in the eyes of their 
fellow.subjects ; and the Irish^ es|)eciftlly 
such as have never been in England; 
rendered haughty and insolent in: the 
notions they entertain of their Englisli 
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bretbreiu by beii^g k^t in igoaouiMof 
the Duiperj9U8! and splepdi^ adM^iitagevjp 
moral and physical, which fingUnd enr 
jQjB over the, rest of thie world* .^gaif|s( 
these |noendiftfiei») — they deserve AOt m. 
milder miiiie«— I declare w£|r, and ^m 
Ttady Qonreg^QUfily to dvaw ppkj; peq;*. 
but I ViU not here lello w their bad eii* 
ample ; nor sha^ any thing n^sembliitg 
the lafigiiage of prejudice disgrace my 
psige»« Of En^and, it is my intention 
to detail nothing but what appears 
justly iat|tled to applause; while of 
Irish pn^eminence, a& far as it is prac- 
tiofible^ I shall modestly be sileat. 

.1.. 
... Several particulars of gene* 

nd notorietji and in themselves ap- 

pqrentiy trivial, you will find Recorded 

4«i you go along : for this my accuse is 

^h|tt l^e piji^nt Uttle work. i» intended 

|»r isk» ipwusal of your r^sti« nei^^h* 



boors, U9 well f3» fir roof mfbi Tb6 
haq<8t ikrmers^^ vfko 4vi^l m thei^loinity 
of yeur 61ebe*Home, bavo iiMd efttettei^ 
inforinatioii concerning tbis tfOttntrj, 
than what tbey h«ive already reoeired, 
wbicb, I saspect, has niaobed them only 
through the reports of snob personsas 

» 

laboarerH who have returned after Work-^ 
uig duriqgone or two harrests ki EJng** 
land ; or at best, by means ef ocoa^ioiial 
eopiwrratioM with the privaM soldieri 
ef -ome marching ragkank qnMteind 
near them ; aot alwajs tke moat* acute; 
or ^nligfateoed travatlers* Atid if^deed 
(with gmat dBCeveiK^e I nay' k} as to 
jroufi^el^ jny tKecdleflt friend, -^ ' 1^ but 
fair l0 ^appose that muob c^ ifbat 4iM>iA4l 
appear trite and dry to a >Rider Ibriui 
Engiisfc <comttMccial liomev av-e^en to 
a Lohdoii sbojp Aeaper^ Mrili^ b«' itt>vet ^t^ 
•paa, adMse taoittal cweer #Bls %iecfi|^birt 
little diversitiedL • i dare>OMJee«Mre ih^ 



since yoa left the Vaiversity, yoa have 
now and then looked into a Newspaper, 
and read the Gazetteer: you are, doubt- 
less, acqaainted with Hume's and Hen- 
ry's histories : and, (for I know you are 
a scholar,) you probably can ascertain 
th^ boundaries of Troy, the course of 
the Oiog ®^jei»^ aud the Via sacra: 
and even point out the very spot where 
the calf was reared whose skin after- 
wards supplied parchment for the origin 
nal Magna Charta. Bnt be not ofiend- 
ed when I observe that of modem £flg« 
land you know little or nothing : 1 can> 
however, console you by an assurance 
that Krhen you have read and digested 
n^bat follows, your caee will be advan- 
t^aottsly altered, and that you will 
know a good deal. Excuse my homely 
•style, rely on my veracity^ graciously 
aeoept of my humble effiMrts to instruct 
and amnee, and«9*reid va. 



King Charles the second was, 
it mast be allowed, a man of unblem- 
tthed moral character; but he was also, 
as many worthy persons often are, a 
doll, mat^^r-of-fact body, yet it is for 
this very reason that I select him as my 
aathority, to inform, or remind you, of 
what he said respecting the climate of 
this blessed Island; viz: *^that it was 
the best in the world, because in Eng- 
land a man might be in the open air 
during more days of the year, than he 
eould in any other part of the globe. " 
This, after all, is not happily expressed, 
but the poor king's meaning may be 
gathered from it; he intended to say 
something greatly in favour of English 
weather, though he has done it clumsily. 
No words of mine nor indeed of any 
body else, are adequate to a just de- 
scription of it; nor shall we ever see 
one approaching to just, unless Rosa 



r 
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M atilcfa, or the avtber of tlie ^^ Bs^ttles 
of TaUvera ^' should try it. But aa 
Milton lias coom nearest to the truth ia 
attemptiflg to describe the climate of 
Paradise, I muist have recourse to him 
fwe tbece^ sajs th^ Poet, 

Breathing the stndl of field and grove, attupe . 

The trembling leaves; while universal Pan, 
Knit with the Graces and the Hours in dance. 
Led on th* eternal spring. — 



I 

This is touched ueatly enpiigfo 
for a RQundhead^ but finals shiart of the 
object, when ap^ied 4fO £iiig}irnd; as a 
residence here of Iwelre ^montlis V94wiA 
convince you: The p6<lp)^:^f ;||bis CMm^' 
trj inhale perpetually siiobaaektaent 
as you may in^agine that)W!tahl^ be« 
where the gaks of Tempo ftnd.AfcaidM^ 
and the balmy 2fe{>by rs i^f . £ckii mnm 
combined: besides the cliwite uf duf 
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vast Ishmd is the same ia every partt 
in the north of Scotland, dnd on the 
mountains of Cumberland and Wales, 
where one might expect cutting blasts, 
jJrizzly showers, and a cloudy and tem* 
pestaous atmosphere, the traveller is 
agreeably disappointed by not finding 
any saeh vicissitudes. The same is 
more particularly true of the climate 
of the Capital ; for there it is difficult, 
if not impossible to determine the sea- 
son of the year, except by consulting 
the calendar; and he who walks th^ 
streets of London in pursuit of busi- 
ness or recreation^ is sure of not being 
incommoded in Spmmer, by the heat of 
scorching pavement) or the stench of fly- 
blown oneat hanging up at the stalls and 
festering in l!he sun; nory iii Winter, is 
he in danger of being be-nighted at 
noon by fogs, smothered in brown snow, 
blinded by miid, or drowned in* torrents 



12 

of dirty rain, as is the case in some 
countries less befriendect by Nature* 

Of the soil, and general appear* 
ance of Britain, I shall only say, tba^ 
they are, like the climate, genial, or 
rather celestial; and refer you, for an. 
accurate description of the face of the 
Island, to Milton^s poem already quo* 
ted ; and you may depend upon it, that 
the picturesque features accumulated 
by the Bard to adorn his scenery, are 
here realized: 

— " crisped brooks^ 
Rolling on orient pearls and sands of Gold : 

Flowers worthy of Paradise, which not nice art. 
In beds and corioos knots, but Nature bocm 
Four'd foith profuse, on hill and dale and plahi. ** 

These lines are peculiarly illustra^ 
tive of the country contiguous to t)ie 
Metropolis, espeeially of that part 
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which is embellished by Hounslow* 
heath, and Brentford, which for kind- 
scape beauties are equal to any thin; 
ever imagined bj Poet or Paiuter^ (vide 

Frontispiece.) 

* 

In mentioning the appearance of 
England, I must not omit a circam* 
stance which greatly contributes to ber 
scenic charms, and favorably distin- 
guishes several portions of this happy 
land ; I allude to an abundance of 
marshes, fens and morasses dispersed 
over it'; because you will please to ob- 
serve, that these are strictly such as I 
have termed them, and serve merely to 
gratify the eye, being compounds of 
water unfit for use, and slime which 
will not answer for manure or fuel; 
whilst in Ireland, where the native 
have availed themselves of the national 
prerogative for making mistakes;, it 
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is curious to perceive how they have 
contrived to pervert the intentions of 
benevolent Nature, and to deform by ft 
blunder, some of her happiest efforts, 
by drying what was plainly designed to 

continue wet; and turning theft' moras- 

» 

ses, or bogs, mto fire. It is not difficult 
to foresee of what consequences this Bull 
will be productive ! 

With regard to the British 
constitution, and the mode of admini- 
stering the government of the reahn; 
they are topics on which I shall be very 
brief and very cautious, as becomes a 
writer who is not deeply learned in 
matters of that sort. The political con* 
stitntion of England is undoubtedly the 
best that ever was devised by the wis- 
dom of man for ensuring the happiness 
of his kind, as will appear manifest 
when we reflect that it is an object of 
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ttify and admiration to all the re^t mi 
the world ; the various nations of which 
have con>itantly endeavoured to ten- 
struct something for themselves in imi- 
tation of it, and as constantly failed of 
success: this was particularly exempli- 
fied by the French at the period of their 
revolt; as well as by tl^e Chinese in 
their tender and romantic reception «of 
Lord Macartney; for an interesting ac- 
count of whose embassy to the court of 
Kien Long, consult the second volum!e 
Df Sir George Staunton*s Book, thejlr^ 
bdtig employed in describing the Am- 
bassador's voyage. This constitution, 
of wliicii wo are speaking, was origi- 
nally so wisely framed, and built up 
<>f such permanent materials, as to faav« 
within it a portion of immutability 
ibat bids deiiancts alike to alteration 
or decay. Of tliis, innumerable proofs 
e^ist ; but for our purpose it will soffits 



16 

to cite a few ovilv. The Saxon inter- 
mixture was of a nature too trivial to 
have introduced either the language, 
customs or laws of that people ; and the 
same is true of the Norman intruders. 
Even Henry the Eighth, who is represent- 
ed (by prejudiced historians indeed,) 
as a monarch rather inclined to be some- 
what self-willed, and a little hasty in 
his temper, was potoriously intimidiited, 
on all occasions, by the firm and free 
spirit of his Parliament ; so well was 
this glorious and imperishable consti- 
tution then understood. And, not to 
mention the happy reign of the meek 
and liberal Mary, Henry's daughter 
and successor, the renowned Queen 
Elizabeth was perpetually brow-beaten 
and over-ruled (as it was fitting she 
should be,) by her magnanimous com- 
mons. The troubles of Charles's time, 
and their effects corroborate, in the mQSt 
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lively. mimiMr, the. &ct: so of ten iumI » 
proudly asserted bjall true Engl^hineii^;: 
the imcaANOBABLBNBSs of their jastlj 
boasted coostttutioii ; in conformity . to. 
the principles of which* Charles lost, hift 
head, but the Constitution survived him ; 
and having .with)$tood the. attempts of 
Cromwell to doknineer over the nation 
by means of the soldiery, . came, intact 
and uncQrrupted, into the hands of the 
religious and sober-minded Son of the. 
MariffTj (as the first Charles is termed 
by the Whigs; J andafterwards ifito those 
of Jfames the Second, who like a ggenuine 
patriot, resigned it without struggle or 
muimur,: to William the .Third, of £ice<»: 
tioqs memory; from which day every 
thing has gone on as smoothly as possi* 
hie. I say smoothly^ because the measure 

<»f bringing in King William, completely 
ti^nquilliased the nation, and put an. 
end to all political disputes : th^ break- 

c 
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a|iA- *|rfl« wi fbai^'tarasiaiit of Ithat couO'^ 
t»^, .'tanifaiindijribq kmked.opoii fafi 'CXr: 

••^tiwfcif >••»);.'!) ,i!jii{//'t. (jf.7{;!!'.' •.'. 
mil! fi'^vi /-i,-;^ '/,< ""..i\V.. i<.< ' ;; «' T «j. 

Ml ii :'<;.. YottWlH>flM4tarHjF «biuiluBe, 

otT'tftfii ^M^te,< t1iat>t%e |4arlia«f«a«,' tfr 
^•testM the fatodsi^itff (^miMMiSy aiiirt 

sttlUiifdl'tlicgi^^Binen^ tinder couaider- 
sititthV'to-^iifetoi^iy 'it- h sudi ; in 90 
ifluli%> Mft^^^I"sens)bfe {teMonfii t>e- 
lMV(ii«h«iJKtl«iiii'l afiiiira eoaM not vtM. 
be "i^HiisJ^a ^iHJ^iHf' itki ^elp : 'Mm> k 
tki^ i'jkri^i4&id^/l|«1i(ifi'^ rtiaMMrbfertiM 
ginim cbiftift(y(^'fa(iiti <jttaKfi6attMw Mli 
qaiVed ^f if^se i^ti'^rk't'^e Rep)«tondLi 
tive^ '^f tUf^ j^pfe^:' iHrnii «4^<>e acl* 
n^teld lo'^ni m^hi^h iikid kii^i«|laa^ 
sttiiatittii'tif a M^iHyi^iv df>wb«t:i(^toriiMd;- 
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the Lower'-Hotiscr, except such te aife 
of incot-rtiptifble prinoi^s aind 'indie- 
pendent £>rtttne8 ; and moteoVer arrived 
at years of dkeretwa. It maj Jiere bte 
Mcessary to remark^ with. KH^atd tdthe 
last mentioned reqitisite,-^that- an En- 
glish subject caAnot be elected to sit 
in Parliarment ui^til he has attained th^ 
age of tweiity-<ine ; the founders of this 
unparalleled Constitution having sa« 
gaciorisly observed, that gentlemen of 
twenty-one, not only always pbssess 
common sense, bnt have grtet eiEperi^ 
ence of life, and are therefore ^igibl^ 
persons to assist in the debated 6f a 
Senate. 

This i* not the ptop«r pliM 
to describe the eloquence displ^y^d by 
the various speakers in the above-men- 
ihhei assembly ; a pbiirt Which I shall 
reserve, until I com« t6 trcj*t «f iiA*A«l*l 

c2 
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iq^hat nf im-'ikUUiius ia S^laufl.' 
lugMUrikciUi iwd hJiFil:^*i iw Ireland, ^ . 
a^d'tlracwirdQp-iaraiianvofdiat-couD^ '^ 
«*y, v«an';bafdiy b^loDked.apaji Faa -ex*- , 

«Mttl«lfcs>iii ^1 ) .ilji.l"': u',t- ■ /" 

™:, ;„.,;„, ,„■..,, • ;,,■ : >»J- 1 

flW«t>««a4eispn:s«i«ltMiii«'a fciauir.^rl " J^c 
oTtWJ 4*tSete,. ttial i*e flarKaaMnt,' Ol. '*»'<'n 
atlleifat ike tWiist Of (!)amll9eos, mu* "^'''T 
M'la«s#ilfial'iTlgi«i)i«ilt^albe««iDp« ** 

siHili>&lritieg<l»«hiiiieMoiideT<o«^ds^ ^ "^^ 
atiBli'; ■toi»'aSstil«aij> it- is siicb ; in 1^°"' it 
rituW l»*t'iWi*ii>'ss!isiMe (lenonebi '*"»», 
lf«Ve>«k«n!lt)««»1 affairs eftald not wl ''^- and 
be »iaH»(J«a *i«fea«' iti felp : ' nopi '" assist 
tki5'sari^rJiiri^V'H<1i<!H'«« rCMHMbartl 
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talent. Ab for tbeHoiue of Peers, and ^l 
■'•^Ihime still imote^aajnut — the Sote- ^m 
^ign,:,l.'iihnll paitstthein byallo^ther; "ad 
from the double motlTe of fearing to give *^6-i 
umbrage to penoQs: who; are io paw«r, 
andof projfing rather tireaome to tuftcb^^^ 
areMot;. With respect to the Legislatnre/^^c 
I shall only say tb)at the British people* aod 
«re governed bjr mefins of a body a^ i|, 
laws, fuitoiiiishingl}' operative and effltiiKi^ . 
caeious ; aod so remarkably few Hek ^a 
number, and 90 free from every kiql«« ^ l 
of perplexity, that the' meanest capactic^s - 
ties cap recollect an4;C0Dip<'^end tbq^»|^ , 
all ; and that the lowest member of t^^^,^ 
community, with little trouble, and t^riahi 
a trifling expense of time and monf^^ 
may seek redress from them, and (W>_ 
tain It. o^ 
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iii0miantobs:»uAii)eotSi and trust tbot^ aaf. 
we adiian^e,. I ^hall appear to ^6i| and; 
your friends ies9 dry and nainteresiiag. . , 

* • 

I. mast next touch — but wkb 
due diffideDGe«-*on a topic almost asd^-?. 
liea|e and importaBt as tbe last-named :) 
I meau tbe. Religious Eslabliabment of 
England^ the unexiteptionable nature: 
of wbiGk appears fVon»tbis stf iking fact;. 
itiia hece the received form of all raokci 
aoid classes; lor— unlike other. countries^ 
-ran Ef^laudtheieair^ not any Sectaries;, 
The Bishops, or Chieftains of the Church 
are im^anaUly; chosen from amqi^st the 
wisest and be$t of tlie clerical body: 
tlieiri reveauto Hte very fnoderate ; or^ 
to speak joaore .ooirrectly^ very small; 
their lives ate jt^cc^pied in. tbe^ exercise 

ft 

ofth^f ardMo^s functions; in st^dy«.ab- 
rtinence^, .mor4iftcaiion» mi^tatiou aud 



pmyer c and »wy leipire tint tbey luive 
fromth^e engagemento^lSiey devote to 
itiqtiirifig into Xke morak and aliilkicf 
of the inferior clergy, who lire Biwsf^ 
promoted accordinglj ; without regard 
had to family coanexfoil or Parliament- 
aiy interest. These subaltern ministets, 
howevev^ seldom or never i^eek for |Mre^ 
ferment, unless ^ ith a view ^f enfanrg^ 
ing the sphere ofthetr prolessional ex« 
ertions. This is eanily acoounied for, 
because their indohiesi are mote than 
sufficient to provide them and ttksv 
fiimilies with all Ae cohvenieoeds « of 
life ; and they are wgalarly paid by tke 
State, m' order that the dignity 0fi the 
Priestly character may be properly siipu 
ported, and to preclude wba* olterwise 
might ha^pen^ a loss ' of time, tef»per 
and respectability, hy^ their being ex« 
posed to altercations w^tli their pafrish* 
idners. I speak how of such oftheetergy 
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A Moiilar unifermit J prevails 
in the appearance of the British people: 
ia person, they are every where nearlj 
thp «aaie ; that is to say, tall, muscular, 
graceful and agile; and their coiinte* 
nances full of expression, and indicative 
df temperance, urbanity, good hnmour.,^ 
and 9 fsertain cast of e6mic arohneis 
and wit, which is universal. This pre* 
possessing fsqmeness of .exterior is no 
jf^bere more striking than in the Me* 
trppolis ; theeieanand Spacious streets 
pf, whii^h y9M may perambulate for many 
months s^i^^ssively, > and never meet 
with Hucb strange varieties of the human: 
species, as are to be seen un the Conts* 
niqnt of Europe, or in the New World. 
What extracn'dinary and anomak)as per^ 
sooages bave,I not encountered in the 
Capitals ofotber Nalipns ! In 0«wy-hee, 
for instance, where I have often amused 
myself^ by watching the passengers, as 
I stood at a jeweller's door, or sat near 
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tbe window ei .a coffee-house : and it 
veaHy was enteriauiing enough to tlotiee 
tile soGcessiiMi of gaits; shapes^ Utid 0pti^ 
plexions^ Bn Ixmdon we see iiosfiiili 
figores as are ^iiite Gommon elsewhere * 
not short fellows, with baefos and bellied 
of prodigious breadth and dentisty ; witd 
•hocolate -* coloured wigs and sririflT^ 
cf^oured clothes, carrying canes or irai« 
brellas in their fists, and dulness aild 
dJefiance in- their bloated faces. ' NdlittH 
old women, ¥B!itb puckef^ physiogito- 
nies,. crimson noses and 'pink; eyes ; ni^ 
long, meagre*, pock-frecken^ limping, 
sq;uinting, or red-haired persons of eithet 
sex :: nor ever by any accident a female 
of oiir species, eshibrting a triple chiMP, 
a neck of brawny elbows Kkife'Sh* John 
Falstaff^s kfr^es, and legs ^nd 4rmiil4i?e 

• • • 

the supporters of an Elephant; ' *' 

. ' . . . i; ;/ /<• ii >. ■ • 
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xN a book which h doubtless 
in every body's hands, with the catching 
title of " Glig-Gamena Angel-Deod/' 
the author observes, that ^* in order to 
form a just estimate of the character of 
any particular people, it is absolutely 
necessary to investigate the sports and 
pastimes most generally prevalent among 
them. War, policy, and other contingent 
circumstances, may effectually place 
men, at different times, in different 
points of view; but when we follow them 
into their retirements, where no disguise 
IS necessary, we are most likely to see 
them in thieir true state, a^d' may best 
judge of their natural dispositions.^ 
And some other author says, that *' to 
obtain a thorough knowledge of the 
character of a people, they should be 
viewed in the pursuit both' of their busi- 
ness, and their pleiasures.^ lEkch of 
t&ese is an excellent rematk m its way, 



S8 

an^ may be properly applied on the 
present occasion* I shall accordingly- 
consider the English, fir^t^ in LONDQIf) 

which may be termed their Shop, or 

' . • . • 

place of business; since it must be al- 
lowed. that in London, a good deal. of 
business of one sort or another is trans- 
acted: and next at BATH,, a favourite 
vrateringoplace to which they resort 
mostly for amasement and repose. 

Before I enter on such su-b- 
jects as the professions, the state of 
literature, the fine arts, &c. I shall en- 
deavour to give you a sketch of the^ 
mishty Capital of the empire ; to which, 

1 yet am conscious it is not in my powe|r 

• rf * 

to do justice. 



• i . ' ( I > 






. The trading portion of Lon- 
don, commoiily called the City, is very 
finely Uid out for purposes of a compif v- 
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tclal ^nature : tbe streets are all loo^ and 
straight, and of breadth in proportion; 
instead of presenting, as in some foreign 
cifies, a labyrinth of blind comts, 
Gfooked alleys, and dirty lanes; smd 
tlifi loot-ways are universally as bfO^ 
on each side^ as the carriage-road in tlie 
centre; particularly in Thames-street 
and the streets adjoining, where such 
accommodations are most necessary,, 
because in this quarter there is spiM- 
times a slight degree of bustle, j^y the 
bye, the Custooi-House in Thames* 
street, is well worth the attention of 
strangers, as it e^^cels all qthiBr public 
.buildings in architectural beauty ; unit- 
ing in itself the qualities of Grace, Neat- 
ness, and Grandeur. Though it is not 
mv intention to describe the various 
splendid edifices which adorn this proud 
iCapital, I could not .withhold the abov^ 
bumble tribute of applause^^ due to one 
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of the most irfagnificetit sfrcfctufti* on 
earth. 

The streets not only in thfe 

« 

city of London, bnt likewise in West- 
minster are kept perfectly clean and free 
from offensive smells, and admirably 
well lighted at night : indeed in most 
of the streets and squares' at the western, 
or fashionable end of the town, thii^ prin- 
ciple of lighting is so mnch attended to, 
that rustics on their first arrival, and 
others not accnstomed to the laxary of 
lamps, of any sort, mach less to lamps 
iltuminated by donble-bnmers, are apt 
to be distracted by the splendor which 
meets their eyes, and to see nothing near 
them except the light itself. 

Ito fko part of the worf d av0 
bnmanKfe, health, and property so se^ 
cure as in London ; a circumstance the 
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awre fiurprising when we consider ^ 
-extensive popli^latien. But thk/secarity 
ift tbe efi^Gt of iieveral wise regulations, 
and of a numerous and vigilant watcb :; 
neitheit* murders nor robberies ever occun; 
tbough acconntis of «uch attrocicies are 
occasionally inserted, in the public pa- 
pers by order of the Police, to pdt people 
on 'their guard, and the facts are gene^« 
rally alleged, to iiave been perpetrated 
by Irishmen ; but this is merely l)ow-> 
sitreet wit, and intended as a friendly 
hint to Absentees. Fires are hardly 
^er known to happen in London ; nor 
can any infectious disease exist where 
there are laws prohibiting the manuiac* 

tore of tallow candles, the slaughtering 
of cattle, and the burial of human 
bodies, witMn the precinets of the City. 
Great atteRti^n is^ here paid to appear^ 
an«e : ' dyers of cloths, and scont^rs of 
U^nketd, sfnd old garments, are net! 
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nxtSer^ to hang out sucb . articles 
paks proj^ctisg from the Upp^r windovrs 
of their houses ; nor are shop*kee|ler8 
allowed to indulge their luxorinnt 
fancies bj coveriDg the oiitsides of 
their mansions with such monstrosittcSi 
and inexplicable devices as one sees 
elsewhere. There is here never an in« 
stance of the name and occupation of 
m trader beiug so amalgamated, that he 
who reads, is at a loss to know one 
from the other ; whereas, in foreign 
Cities, I have frequently se^n inscrip« 
tions of that kind, painted in genuine 
antique characters; for example-—— 
BOOT AND BULL SHOEMAKER: 
HABERDASHER AND LEG HOSIER. 

There are neither, thieves 
nor women of ill-fame \a the streets of 
the British metropolis; so that a man 
may walk from Combill to Chairing 



CroM, by day or night, withoat dan** 
ger to his pocket or person^ I >haTe 
said that fires rarely happen here, and 
it is strictly true: but even 'were these 
calamities more frequent, the inhabit 
tants are scarcely liable to any personal 
injury ; because by an act of Parliament, 
those who build houses are compelled 
to construct the stairs in them of stone, 
or some other incooibastible materia], 
that in case of firie the inmates may 
escape, and save, not only their lives, 
but much of their goods. Nothing in 
fact, to speak generally, can exceed 
the attention shown by the legislature 
of this incomparable country to ensure 
safety and convenience to all elasses of 
the community : neither carts nor car- 
riages of any description are permitted 
to be driven rapidly along the streets or 
highways, nor do stage-coaches, ever 
break down, by being overloaded con- 



iniytirtbs statute; Smr the EnglUkiari 
Slot'! cAntent wtlh barely enmctrnj^ wbok^ 
tomelawis, bift ar^ also careful: to en* 
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la tb^ilr manners tke Englisk 
dre irreiiistibl J graeiooft and i»Mtaiiattiig« 
tend still mora so in <he capital than in 
the countrj. Let a stranger inquire his 

m 

Waj" from mny ascbhanio or Other persoa 
of inferior rank whom he meets, and 
he will be Astonished at the suavity of 
manner, and polite cirouiiiloctttion tirith 
whfcfb the answer is gitea. But thid en- 
tiising quality of gentfeness, yields to 
another excdleace particularly observa- 
ble in the Londoners: I mean tbeir uni- 
versal disinterestedness. The traded 
^people of the metropolis absolutely ap- 
pear regattlless of gam ; and never b^- 
ti«ty tile smallest )»ya(iploia6 of surliness 
«r told aegleet towards sudi as exMaiae 
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thfir ; tr^lltm^nt. pot dnly^f Jri^b AIh 
fi|SAtee$i bHft of Fpreignem «f' fivc|vj 5(i«f-' 
sc^ptiwi, and inatdeir; fiU circumstaiiMfl ;' 
tb# Fr^piofa 0^p(i9ift%; who arci tbair> 
nM^r^l en^inie^, land n^boili th«f mght 
Hfi^ ii little aciimlf , witboilt janjioiY 
pfitoti^w on tbeir urbaiiiiy : b»t np $uo}| 
., tbiP^: to ba?e the •appettraiic^. of t^f*< 
Terty ^odth^ atceot w C€hn))lA2dQ» o0 
anotbiev <M>mitii^« ane« at all titaoi, pM»^ 
portti to tbe gpodivill of EiiglisbiMiir 
wba are as devoid of iwejiidiieasoftbiisi 
1um4» w of ev^ry otb^r nieanrfin<j| Mr^> 
di4 $9rtti«t0]|t . T\m D able <Mt of nmA 
ipbscMijt in a prbok^^ p^opk^ ba^ boati 
ij^9iarlbed >jr mawg^ ^iuiAi^i^t If rilew>)a*d 

i» iiifi^Iy to \m attxibnted ;to 4b« fimti 

02 



of a Idfig-boiitifitied state of ^k^lf^&tii>ii>- 
and an ^xtensiv« ifitercotirse with-<>tH6r* 
legions, o^^titf^ * an the goodly iIImIP 
tta4;tabfo ntoieriaTs of ^ ^be»r hatiiomri^ 
dbara^nen ^Tfae knewl^^^^Wt Wvir 
thbs dbt^ined bf ' n^atlkihd',^' ' aid^d * hy 
thiir f ^%nckne»i ofi.apprelDeMibn^'>fna5^ 
likewise satis^aciorrty account fdr-sotlie' 
other features by '^hi<jb^ these 'trekvcfn*' 
favored islanders ai^ distinguished: sueb 
as- the"indefatig«ible macity) jdtuiid 
gaiety^t bi>tfsts/4>fr broad 'butkioijrr, and 

flasjies of drollery, wbieh enrich arid eti^ 
liveB English soiOfet|f^ ^he boftnfess ^f 
voieei and^silky tsmootbiiess of expres*: 
sion*'With ^wbich aid Engli^htiijlnf^' makes 
biisii ad?aiKSes. to acquaintance)-^ arise 
chiefly r from hisfoiidness for^ asso^t^iaitng^ 
with the fair*sex. An ^assembly iti £ii^ 
gland, whether ii^; thi^^doui^Iy cii^cli^s of 
fSusrfafion, or^ th^ Ale-Hot|M»€f^ is idonsidered' 
iiiooHiplete without the t<mpMf}6fiif(r^' 
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miiir here, thefefoiffe 'oriie is never shock- 
cd* by seeing pirtfts'of 'bftitalized men,' 
cirjoying themselvlBS, as' it is termctf: 
that is, talking ivith all imaginable 
eagerness and interest, of politics, horse- 
racing, ' farming and boxing; sometimes 
^ispcfriiig iri alow and mysterious ton«; 
atiit biion rising into vociferous and un- 
intelligible jargon, around k table en- 
cuttibered ' with a chaos of glasses, de- 

catViters,' napkins and nut*'shells. Noir 

■ . ' I" 

amoiig^t the less consequential ranks of 
British society, is there ever known a 
nightly place of rendezvous, frequented 
by a parcel of selfish, sulky boobies^ en- 
Teloped in a mist of tbbacco-smoke, 
devouril^g toasted cheese and * oysters ; 
and^chuckling at the nOtioii of'haVing 

established^ fbr the' ' celebration of their 

• ' • . 

orgies, a retirement ^on which no ifemale 
dares' to intrude. 
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Aepft, displarins: tlieir 
■ B-mtuid beadfi^fiupiy 
' faces; tUBperiiQ ■•d 

' 4 pbnse the iBtrinstc 
*s of Ladies' stQckii^s 
. irters. 

1 believe, io « forfr- 

' ted that Temperance 

-taes of the Engtisb. 

~ tlK moit traly tpm< 

'Tib; and I desire to 
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a 

OfidiffAff pecjple gre ^;^^o, inawfested ^ 
?jp9)thfr.;pecumritfv too, striking tq b|B 

If tpdps^t^^dvsfnt^e.. ..Whut.. I allude to. i«» 
the ]^po;]ish cwCam ^f emplojirvgv^epd- 
less rajP.d unprotected femalcfi^ .ivbereyer 
they can possiblj be qf i|§e : , thws resca- 
ing multitudes of ten.de r^f^Bdlpvelv bei^g|^ 
from the, miseries of wanti and tbe.conse* 
quent, and $til) greater wretcbedne$fi^ of 
idleness, ^eprayitj, $elf-abbonenoe,«and 
despair;, aud.at the9a«i|e tiqie furj^uiibing 
the army and oavy witb^ serviceable VKn^ 
who. in more barbarpm^ aod worse re« 

galatea.sta^^,^^f plpfiervfld ta fi^d^p^Tl:- 
»nf fre, .in t)i^. CQ^ntj^iip^ . |»ointe^ at, 
disgusting and ridicujlaus chjfictp,. as 
they stand behind the coanters, and at 
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]e^s, and sleek ;fac^s; siinperlng ^nd 
<>^Uii£ ; and discussing ;ind recommend- 
ip;^ 10 meUiflttous phrase the intrinsic 
«jpd c^Ktriixsjc merits of Ladies' stpckings^, 
gk>\^^$ i^hpes aad s;irters. 

• • • , • * * 

I have, 1 believe^ in 9 forisr 
going page, insinuated that Tempf^rance 
w^s amonjj;st the virtucus of the Epgli^h. 
Th^y are^ perhaps, the most truly t^m* 
perate people on earth ; and I d^sire to 

be understood as meaning. that t\xey not 

' ■ • > • . . 

pnly abjStain from the vice of ebr^ety^ 
but from one vrhich much better deserves 
the epithet of beastly ^ than drunkjenness, 
Un^ comes n^pre properly under the de- 
QQ]ni^ationof int;iemperanc^, ^i^: the vice 
of l^atmg. These people are . imiversal|y 
abstemious: they, and especially their 
woppi^n of fashion, and Cihildren pf {ill 
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I'anks, hevier eat but two meals in the 
dajy and those the most plain and 
moderate. Thej esteem gross feeding an 
enormity; and hear with detestation of 
Foreigniers (such as the Gentoos, for in- 
stance,) consuming vast quantities of 
soups, tarts, jellies, &c. between break- 
fast and dinner. A thin^ muslin-clad 
British nymph, who has not, within her, 

standing-room for the wing of a hum- 
ming Bird, would be convulsed at the 
sight of a table in the parlour of an 
Otaheitan or Hindustanee pastry cook, 
encircled by half a score of mothers and 
children, eating mutton pies and supping 

« 

vermicelli ; or, in the season, swallowing 
strawberries, raspberries and ice-creams; 
or cutting segments out of an immense 
round of luke warm beef, or a reeking 
ham.' Thfse practices are indeed the 
scorn of the English ; and this is evinced 
by there not being any shops for the 
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sale of pastry and its appurtenances m 
London. A farther proof of the na« 
tional moderation in affairs of the sto- 
mach, is that their newspapers, vihioh 
record every thing, give the reader no 
such nauseous details as disgrace the' 
journals of other countries ; of men eat- 
ing so many pounds of bullock's liver, 
and drinking so many pots of beer, 
within a given time: and this for a 
wager; that the crime of avarice ipay 
accompany that of gluttony. I even 
recollect not long ago seeing in one of 
their foreign prints, an account of a 
Bramin who for a trifling bet ate up, 
at a sitting, a pair of woollen stockings 
fried with .a due quantity of yellow 
soap. 

The English are as remarka« 
ble for tlieir humanity in all respects, 
as they are for the last mentioned virtue : 
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^cordinglj amongst them, nothing like 
ernelty mingles with their a;nusem^nts ; 

%l^j never assemble to the number often 

* • * - ' • 

ffr twelve thousand persons, including 
females of the highest ranli, to witness a 
.baxing-match; th&t is, a fight betvteen 
two naked ruffians, bribed by the pros- 
pect of gain, to mangle and contuse one 
another, until they are unabje to con- 
linue the battle ; at the terrninatioa of 

* • 

which, they are usual! v carried off the 
stage, apparently lifeless and blind, 
.covered with clotted blood, dust, and 

livid »pots ; and with eountenajices 30 

' . . ... 

swoln, a$ not to display a single feature 
distinctly. They look with equal ab- 
horrence on such barbarous pastingies a» 

- • • 

poney-matches, horse- racing, pidgeon- 

* 

shooting, cock-fighting and bull-baiting. 

The conduct of Parliament some years 

- • • • . , 

ago win be ever recorded to the honour 
of this enlightened pepple ; when Mr. 
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hpi|se^ lirqpps^.tbe.pasfiuiqg ofiyp act to 
prevent^ M any fq^sre pe^i^, tl^ possi- 
|)J» iatroj^urtfon (ff (b^se4|orri^€ foreiga 
€al?ertaiame(its into' England; t|i(e: result 
wa& aa ^naMwo^f sment^ given, (Off 
coqrs^, ^iihoiit 4^ate or tiesilatmn; 
aiU the mecib^rsltowever CiKieurrwg a$ 
to its bemg a. suf^rflupus iiieasiMre* 

Their b«manity is tippaveoM: 
isi ^{lother etceUw(t ficioliliiarity of tfa« 
£iig;lish di^posit^ ; the deeided reluc- 
tance eyfv shown by Gaveraiittent i# 
enter i^to.'wRr, an^especk^ly into thait 
if4ilQb npiv rages, niid has lasted duiM^ 
several years ,; but im the progress of 
wbicih, «s far as it was practicable m 
to dq, th€^ ha^e constaiut^y displnyei 
tbe «K>st. disinterested vilsms^ and con^ 
^ Wted hostilities en genuine duriHkm 
|prit}ci|il99^ You pMbaMty <wiU start ait 
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Mlidii^ I^Millo^wed Epithet of Cfiris- 
^iab m f be sam^ isen1feh6i& which fnnk€5^ 
-sateatiofH otUvar*,vafkl he stilf more am^zi- 
^d^rt <ifHf>ng iliat war and Chtistmntty 
are tiM eMf^idered' as kicoinpatrbie. 
Wbatever ray private optfiion or yaur^ 
ttny hey I iAu6tob«ei*Te to'you 'that 
hy many ^' the- greategt and wisest of 
tkk CMMmtiy, %\iey are not^^honght so-; 
tb.ough some eminent men here admit 
tkat bad Britai{i-4sarried on the war as 
^thernattons have done; bad slie origf- 
oall^ jo^iiied with wbat she' supposed 
Ih^ strong party, against wbsit appeared 
te be th^ weak.oni^ ; bad she exported 
gpid and arms and eafiissaries, in order 
t& encourage ins«>rrectioB^nd the- viola- 
tv&A of treaties, and to foment And pro- 
feoig the stri^feof blood r had her optt- 
leot mercbantss instigated by an t^ 
competent . and a rnogant i minister, drid 
aUuxed with hopes of augmeatiitg ihi^ 
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the w'ar^ had Britain 'rejetcte'd ivitfc 
cofrtem]^ t^p^atted oflfers of Peac^e fi-om; 
her ^n^itiy^, h^She, s^olrt;^: ifrom a.tW 
rannical desire of commercial monopelj^i 
and a hope of aggrandizement, tion* 
vertecl one-thiixl bf lief efficient popn^ 
la^iori info soldiiers, and'ttius co«trnie# 
to' spread iTceritibu^ manners throaglrotit 

hei^ most setjuestered villages, and t© 

» • • 

aifflict with garigf^ne the body of th^ 
common-wealth? had she cofereft tli^ 
seas of the world with the shadtfw of hW 
fleets, atid' seiitf these forth tlirong^^ 
with the refuse of t^he jail, with isvfefy 
class of immoi'al and abandonecf repiti* 
bate; and tdld tti^m to fight that th^;^ 
might subdue, and to subdue that' tbfei^ 
might plundef';' atrid digrtified ttVe Ift-i 
junction by iiifoi^^iiig itifeW fcombaif^nt^ 
thatHhejr contended for thehDnoor aad 
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safety of their native land $ b^d {li)glm4 
beea actuated by such motiy^Sy . t\^j^ 
are persoM who alLoiW that it iDigbt; 
perhaps leave some little rooip lor do^lji^ 
whether Eoglaad was quite ia the right 
or not. 

■ < 

In respect of natural talentiiy 

the English stand unrivalled; audcbiedQiy 

in the talent of Public speaking ; of 

which the eloquence displayed in the 

houses of Parliament* in the Pulpit* 

and at the Bar, are proo& sufficient* 

Of the Bouse of Commons, indeed, all 

the members are great orators, and S0 

much caution is employed in the choice 

of such as are elected to fill this higb^ 

and honourable station, that it could 

not well be otherwise : most of theo^ 

are as celebrated for their wit, as for 

their virtue, which Cicero i$ays is re^ 

quisite in an orator ; accordingly in i^^ 
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reports of Parliamentary prb^eee^^g!^ 
the reader is enraptured 1)y 4 1) name nw- 
U« strokes of pleasantry and felieltiei 
<>f expression oir the part of'the ^peaki 
«rs; and by thetruth arid quickness wi^ll 
which their brilliancies are noticed, a^^ 
Kfihed, and applauded l^y the rest of the 
senatorial body. The words fataughy) 
(vioknt iaughingj (tontinued to&rs ^^ 
iaughter) printed in italics, til vrays'iin^ 
ply something irresistibly comical i anA 
ilottbtless nothing less than wlisrt i^ 
exquisite inthis way^ conI^vanqtiik1ii)ie 
gravity of so many sage and a^compB- 
«lieA guardians of the public tvejA. 
Ludcilylam enabled ^o illustrate the 
^bove remark by a very rich sample ^of 
^classical, ptire and sparkling elbqtreti^^e, 
in a passage extracted, verbatfrri; 'ftom 
•^ nei^paper of fhe day,' distt itgcSi^lfiel 
*ir the fidelity of lis cOlnmftsV '^rtite 
speidser referred to, bating Ibr ' sanab 
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minirtes delivered his opinion in his ac* 
customed manner, that is, with profound 
calmness and logical precision, became 
suddenly animaled, and borne away 
by the energies of his powerful mind, 
broke forth into the following inimitable 
strain. ^^ Bless me, Gentlemen, I feel ifor 
my King, and my country* I never gave 
a vote against my conscience^ I say it 
on my oath ; now let you ivho laugh 
at me, say as much. 1 never voted 
against Reform, but, to be sure, that 
has nothing to say to the present ques- 
tion. It may be ridiculous. Gentlemen, 
but I say, whoever rats now, and runs 
away, may the honourable person to 
whom he runs, not receive him ; who- 
ever deserts the old King, is the basest 
of human beings, of human creatures : I 
care-not whether he be prince or peasant: 
be him prince or peasant iAaf rats^ I say* 
blow him from the earth J ^« What has 
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the vafinted Bemostheneis left to after 
times like this ! Apropos,: while we are 
upon the subject of Parliamentary oc« 
currences^, it strikes me that i hare it 
in mj ppjper to rescue you and others 
from a mistake into which the un- 
suspecting and half-informed might be 
led by the malignancy of pariy-misre. 
presentation. A retainer of the Oppo- 
sition, in order to cast a reflection on 
the morals and intellect of a late Minis- 
ter, (who, though immortal, has been 
dead some yearsj) thought proper to as- 
sert that he,.andabosom friend of his, 
Immontal and dead likewise,- made their 
eatrd into the Douse one evening, arm 
inarm, and intoxicated: and has even 
earried his scurrility so ^r as to compose 
an epigranimatic dialogue, as one that 
actually took place between these great 
men, respecting the presence or absence 
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««l€iaMit»itltSpealer; IM^eaayM? 
Not lee.thie Speaker ! J>— -^m sie, I ae^li*^" 

Now, firist, f hsive to acsquaint you that 
no such crrcutnstince or contel^ation 
occurrect; and, ^eeondty— ^tfiat you may 
Hot imagine there are two Speakers in 
the House, 1 can asf^ure yon, upon my 
reputation, there is only one. ' 

Whftr regard to the Oratory 

■ 

of the Bar, it k hot in my power to 
quote any thing so supremely ek>quent 
as what t have jui^t inserted; t filiall 
therefore only state generafly that the 
eminent pteaders in the courts of justiM 
are never hard or dry in their matfiMr 
of treating the svbjeet in band; never 
tedious, never technical; nevei' ufigrMe# 
ful in their action, nor slotenty in theic 
enunciation ; that they are unexception* 
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b^ uiM: with in the social cirdle^ coltiv^t^ 
the Mies letires with the h^p^i^st suctMd^ 
Utidiif^ totally exempted from ptdfe$- 
^ftal iitiffhess ih their appeafattfe^ alld 
biihaviaur. 

Frofid whAt ha» been ^IreMiy^ 
imsitiQated respettiilg the Clergy, f^n 
may condade that they do itbt fall short 
of the l^ist-aatAed leatriKed bc^y iii th« 
abilities and acqitirenie^Attfi '^xpi^tt^d 
from men of theirliseAll litidi Veii^Mbhi 
taltin]^. Th^y are inodtiy )iet%eM ^t 

genteel birth aiid finish^ edtMHtkMii 

and, eveh tiioi-ethaa the lawyers tasiiiii- 

tathi the tredit of the National cbiEirabtev 
Ibr gMce and atii)Mattdn in th« tH of 
*ddt-el^tlg a popular ttfe^embly. 

m t ft 

4 • - 

Td fdnu a p^ifecirjWdgme^t 
of their powers, you must witness them 

K 2 



M*Ahmr wuhSth particubirly on $#i»|l47 
^«mn^;.ip«opfe of the.be^t fr«q^^t«a 
iratfor churchy of the metrofKOlis ; 
jrhere, instead of seeing two. or tbree 
pews, occupied by as many q\A wonkeH^ 
labouring under obstinate coughs lipd 
barking at each other; and a few old 
men, sleepiyig- ip ; dt^f^xsnt corners, and 
snoring in UQ]9on;>ad in thepu]pit 
alipye thein» an adipose and unctuous 
personage, with ^duU, rotund and ro9y 
visage on which, . and ploae to his n^^se^ 
a pair of candles discharge all their 
lustre, while he drawls, and snuj09es an4 
stumbles through an ilJUcpncerted far- 
rago, one half stolen fr^m obsolete tracts 
of diviDit;y9 and the rait frona the poli^ 
tical pamphlets of the day :r7-instead, I 
say,- of these things, (and there is b,^ 
country in which such may be found,) 
you would behold , an4 h^i^ altogether 
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'reverse, and be cODstrained to ac-^ 
knowledge that English Preaching i^ 
truly all tl;iat preaching can be; nor 
have I the least doubt that if there wer^ 
in this nation such enthusiasts as swarm 
elsewhere, they would produce still .finer 
specimens of elocution than the Orator^ 
of the establishment. 

I am incliHed to adopt this 
opinion, from observing how admirably 
the genius of this people for publiq 
speaking, shows itself in whatever be* 
longs to Dramatic exhibitions. The 
acting on the British stage is perfection 
itself; and we should not wonder at this, 
when we consider of what materials A 

theatrical audience in England^ bat 
more ei^pecially in London, is usually 
composed ; where silence and decorum 
of every kind prevail, and the utmost 
critical discernment is possessed and 
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luxariouAly feaited than mine has many 
a time been at Covent-Garden Theatre, 
where nothing i& ever brought oat» un- 
less what is in itself faultless, and per-* 
fectly well acted, and where indeed 
nothing else would be endured. At this 
bouse, a new comedy is a source of rare 
entertainment ; a just delineation oi 
the foibles of mankind, conveyed in easy 
language, and unpolluted by puns, sen- 
timents or allusions, written and uttered 
expressly to flatter the base passions 
and fantastic opinions of the Great* 

The principal performers of 
the present day are all distinguished for 
superior talents in their several walks. 
Were it allowable to praise the chief 
male Tragedian for any thing /Hir/tct^- 
larb/f I should say that be is remarkable 
for never being either stiff, slow, mono- 
tonous or lazy ; and the celebrated 
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comic actors are equally free fromim* 
perfection. I cannot be : expected to 
name them all, nor to specify their vari- 
ous powers, but shall just mention the 
excellencies for which a fewff the emi* 
nent are most admired : Bannister, for 
the delivery of dignified sentiment; 
Matthews, for clear articulation ; M un« 
den, for keeping within the bounds 
prescribed to comic nature, and avoid- 

ing grimace ; Fawcet, for variety of 
manner, and for never playing one part 

as he plays another ; Incledon, tor his 
polite style of singing, as well as of actr 
ing ; and amongst the females, Mrs. 
Jordan, for exhibiting the grave ele- 
gance of fashionable life. Yet the Irish 
affected to speak in very different terms 
of soipe of these great theat^rical lumina- 
ries : they absolutely laughed at Master 
Betty Roscius ; and used to say of Incle- 
don, that he was a mixture of footpad 
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mm& fcmrtowftin, wbo cantered over hm 
ttUawsmce ef dialogue, much lik^ tht 
sfcow-imn of a menagerie di*seribiBg hia 
Kving cunmUteft; and tiMt of bis songs^ 
hm geti6«i|ily roared one parr, and 
the cest : such is Irish taste ! 



Bat besides tbeir diseern-* 
in matters eonoeeted with the 
legnlaF Drama, the £oglish possess still 
woore in all that relates to the enchant- 
SBg science of Music. The Italian Opera 
m London is most splendidly supported ; 
asfidi the bouse dedicated to that amuse* 
iiiei»t is^ upon a full night, a noble ob- 
jiect of cotitemplatioiu The performers 
at this theatre are a singularly industri^ 
oas^ innocent and respectable class of 
people, and as proverbial for their rigid 
morality, as the Operas presented are 
fordelicaey^ and good sense» The audi* 
eac^es consist entirely ef native British 
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and Iri^b i^gnoicmUU aud thaye th^ vsmt 
y^nerabla ^nd enlightened m^mNr^ o( 
the ooonnunity, to the total ejxliimn i)£ 
needy foreign sharpers* women of in- 
trigaei and faihionahle idlers of either 
sex* 

# 
But to form e. oompetent 

notion of English greatness, ^e mnsl 
contemplate the state of literature in 
this ooontry ; a sul\|ect which demands 
^ more minute examination than it is 
in my power to give it. Even those 
diurnal productions, the Newspapers of 
London, afford a most entertaining« 
instructive, and faithful picture of the 
pablio mind. Although many in num- 
ber, they are nearly of equal celebrity^; 
yet, without wishii^ to disparage any, 
I believe I may venture to say that the 
Morning- Post is in highest estimation 
for the pure style and patriotic spirit of 



ks political deparhnent, and the matcb-* 
less beaoty of its poetical articles : the 
CwMfiety little inferior to it in these re- 
spects, is still more admired for the 
exeellence &(it& pfint. Bat that I roaj* 
not appear partial from what I have 
just insinuated, and to let you more 
into the spirit of thtee -ephemeral per* 
fermances,. I shall here give you a few 
extrac^ts from the Morning-Chronicle, a 
paper somewhat different in principle 
from those before named, by which yon 
wiH obtain a view of the pleasant and 
sportive hostility affected by Opposition 
Prints towards such as are supposed to 
be in the interest of Government, and 
its adherents. The following, however 
various the subjects treated of, are 
thought to be all from one pen. 



t • 
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7o the Editor of the Morning^ChronlcU. 
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Sir, 

, Yiesterday evening, tiariiig 
taken my usual place in a much iRre^ 
quenited public room, not far ftom 
Co?ent*Garden, I was a good deal 
amused by the con v^ersation of tbe crur-^ 
rounding company, which consisted of 
Boore than twenty persons of different 
ages, and apparently such as are com* 
menly called Gentlemen : tha^ is to say. 
Lawyers^ clerks, shopkeepers, naval aud 
military men on halfway, a squire or 
two from the country, isome fire or six 
oollectom of intelligeiice fbr the daily 
Fapers, and a tew of snch as are said to 
lire by tbehr fVits. Among the latter, 
Mr. Edilor, I ckuss myself; and could 
you behold my threadbare coat and' 



meagre limbsi yoo vroald scarcely 
pate my title to the rank I assame. 



At my entrance, and iHiile I 
reifiaiiled^ ^ mmt astonUbihg variety of 
topics underwent diacii^ion at one aM 
the same time, in voices equally lotid, 
and eaeh speaker seetning^y addressing 
his observations to all the resti 

This reminded me of a very 
jocose paper ito some part of GoldsinithV 
works, and suggested the thdught of 
supplying your nometous rebdem witb 
as accurate a repott df this instructive 
aniweriazianej as I can,iti the.bumUebope,. 
not Only of contributing to th«r enter* 
taintaent, bat df transmitting.. to future 
generations (throagh the medium of a 
paper which will sUrely reach their 
hinds,) % sketch of the leading suhtf ^^^ 
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tbaf tit present engstge t)nr ^tirali<^li in 
the Capital of this etilightened od^&ntfy, 

" Upon mt/ — M\e and eystea* 
'Sauce — 1 cannot possibly totit^iv^-^ 
Catalani be d — d — a brown bltcli lost^^ 
and a bad peace, which k ^orse th^i «t# 
peace at all— —Lord Castlereagh, Mr:.' 
Canning and Mr. Perceval— three tk . ^ . . , 
an union of virtue — castild soap — hnA 
gramtnar, and — Tal — Talleyrand — the 
Devil on two stickis — written by — ^vt 
Richard Phi— whenever eats any tbit>g 
-except — pale ink and bluish p^pef— 
' with mustard and a leetle cayenne — Sit 
William Curtis — sailed — in a basiti ^ 
turtle soup — like the man in tti6 play — * 
shadowed with laurels-*^f which, to tny 
certain knowledge, (here are tw^ kiiidi 
— in the island of WaVcheren — ctS^seA 
hard running — a famous dare for tL boM 
spavin — Lord Wellington — ^look ii» tfce 
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racing Calendar — ^neck and neck— by 
the lord Harry — from Talavera — at tlie 
wrong side of the — Morning Post — and 
Mrs. Clarke turned tail — on — at least 
one half of the officers of the Guards — 
His Rojal Highness— never struck a 
stroke-— stakes down — will not do — the 
scene of the highwayman — when Lord 
Chatham came back — got in at Pit-price 
— with his fingers in his mouth — ^along 
Pall Mall — and nothing but cries of off, 
off, off— turn him out — poor Mrs. Liston 
"—as broad as its long — sound sense in 
the King's — a pretty period to talk of 
Merino sheep — with brown hats on— 
pantaloons and pipes in their mouths — 
Bonaparte will play hell with — such a 
Cabinet— of curiosities— -fools — and an 
army of— pickpockets — Heaven deliver 
us from<-^Ministersh— and the Property 
tax/i 
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Itjon like this speciinen and 
will please to insert it, you shall have 
mure another time from 

PETER PUNCH. 



near St MavtiD VIsim^ 
SepUSO, 1809 



♦• * * .••■.. 
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Ikf ' tfm £4i/<^ . ^f i^ J^fwi^g-Chrmicle. 
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Sir, 

: V • ,<^ i is9<)^st you will be so 
kind to me and to yourself, as to give 
a speedy insertion in your paper, to 
the following wonderful Pr^dkiliMHrr if 
you do, you must be ««raft«'<tkal' tiM 
prophetic character will hecotiie a^ sort 
of joint property, and be shared almost 
equally between us. 

Unless I am very much mis- 
taken indeed, the Morning-Post of next 
Thursday, will contain an undue pro- 
portion of servility, false grammar, ex- 
ecrable puns, and verses too tender to 
live long. 

The Baron de G— — b will 
be seen driving through the streets after 
his own whiskers, and Mr. Romeo 
Coates after his po^kfy. 



Tlie T^htttrtes #ili be actually 
bringing wet ; and the pavement of Pall- 
Mall will be in man^ places/ a»; jliard f^ 
stones. 

Muhittides whb' appeared 
abroad on the preceding day, elegantly 
clothed and in charming spirib, will, on 
the fatal morning of Thursday, belhold 
themselves poor, bare, forked animals, 
nearly naked and their eyes half closed; 

« 

while their mouths, hideously distended, 
will utter a sort of puling dissonance, 
between a howl and a groan. 

There will that day, about 
noOfl, be a great noise throughout Lon- 
don; before sun-set, an enormous quan- 
tity of blood will be shed ; and by twelve 
o'clock that night, two-thirds of the 
population of this great and ancient 
City will be laid low. 



Swan-Tavern, Sept. XBih 
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ORIGINAL POETRY;— To Sophii. 



And was that kiss a parting kiss, 
And was that aigb a parting, sigh;' 

« 

And shall my woe-devoted |iead 
No more- on that soft bo^om lie ! 

Shall we no more with arms entwin'd 
Straj fondly over bill and dale; 

Nor tread again the green-wood path. 
Nor taste the moonlight in the vale ? 

No more? for ever then farewell! 

The victim of disgrace and sorrow. 
The Teivil take me bot I will 

Cut bodth mine wbishkers off to- 
morrow. 

THE BARON DE G*. 

Aug. 1811. 

* The illustrious Baron is supposed to be also one 
of the yersifiers on the estab&fament of the Moning 
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Morning' Chronicle. 



ORIGINAL POETRY. 



Air— "Twas wken the Seas were. rdtrii^;.'' 



< , \ • . » - » «« 






Twas when a new election 
Was coming round again, ' 

Poor ••«.•. in dejection ' ' 
With tears expressed his piiin; 

From Dublin o'er the ocean, 

He cast ^ wistful look; 
And with acute emotion, 

Addressed the herring-brook : 

Post, but occasionally gratifies the Public through 
other Channels. :)^iH}s.--This sttb)in|e BavQS has, 
since the Poetry was written, left England aad pro- 
ceeded on his travels. 



1^ 

Some years are gone and over. 
In blunder-making lost, 

Since I, a luckless rover» 
Forsopk my native coast* 

Cease, cease, thou cruel fluid, 
And let a Piaeermm rest; 

Or wash — if you can do it- 
Remembrance ifrom my breast. 

My toiigue I wag. .no loi4ger9 
No Naral n«frs indite :— 

An on^ted ]3orottgb?mongert 
Is but a sorry sight I 

No minister will ever find,' 
In Dublin town, or Corky. 

My egudVof the turnq^it-kind 
To do his filthy work. 



1^ ... • 



H0W hBXk ihafy say that 
t^ve me' a sterile Win? 



■ r 
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For tbo' a tiresome prater;, 
I did not prate in vain : 

When Royalty was peckM at. 

Did I refuse to bark ? 
And was not I {selected 

To worry Mrs. Clarke? 

All mdancboly lying, 

Thus wail'd he for his seat ; 
No consolation spying, 
And «earee a meal to eat : 

Wlun as a kind assuager 
Of this fats mighty gf ief. 

The tbougiit •£ turning Oaagel*^ 
Afforded hiia relief. 

August, ISll. 
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Fcf the Morning Chronicle. 



CROSS READINGS. 



Aeimlfy eolkcted from a London Morning Pipcr^ 
of Saturday, Sept. l6, 1810. 



and Geotlemen, I beg 
leave to offer myself as a candidate for 
the— part of Bombastes Farioso, to 
which will be added the farce of KiUing 
no Murder — in defiance of the sanguinary 
proclamation of that cut-throat Mas- 
sena ; in consequence of which Lord 
Castlereagh— aiiV» Fogo, was brought 
up under a charge of the worst descrip- 
tion; amongst other acts of this aban- 
doned Depredator — ^the Act of 
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liATiTE Union may be classed H^ith the 
greatest calamities ever inflicted on a 
nation. — ^The newly invented patent wai- 
ter-closet totally precludes the necessity 
of using — paper of every kind, fur which, 
in a moment of need, rough and heavy 
dollars are certainly a very inconvenient, 
substitute. -Yesterday his Grace of 
Q. so well known in the annals of gal- 
lantry — suddenly left his disconsolate! 
friends; he is a very athletic, well*built, 
black bearded man, with a glowing com- 
plexion, and in the prime of life-^a re- 
markably long tail, and his breed much 
admired; whoever will bring him to — 
such Ladies as are in the habit of wear^ 
ing stays, or corset$.-*TNo. 24,753' at 
Hornsby's lucky, office; will, in all 
probability be made easy for life ; and 
the immediate result, be, at least-^bree 
boys and a girl, who, with the mother^ 
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are likelj to do— all the mischief they 
jKmsibl J can, to the country which ^ve 
them birth. — Bsj^zei's depilatory m 
strongly recommended for the removal 
ef superfluous hairs— —•Pheasanti» and 
black game on the low grounds in the 
▼icinity of — • — ^the Brazils, where the 
Prince Regent of Portugal is now em- 
ployed in contri^ing-^aoeommodation 
^r persons whose circumstances require 
temporary retiremei^t, whose honor and 
seeresy may be depended on. The Ta- 
lents and the Virtues of our preseqt 
Ministers are as undeniable, as the— 
perpetual cries of " Off^ off; twm ^em 
#t»l/^ and no sooner were the words, 
^ This is all as it should be^^ pronoun-^ 
ced, than they were answered with 
sbouts of «' rU he d^d ^ we ihmk 
m/^ — ^The Burdett party nny h^Te 
recourse to scandal ^nd doubk entemhej 



75 

but wbat is their feeble show of oppo- 
sition to the — show of sheep last Tuesday 
-—when the buyers were fleeced of all 
their ill-acquired gains, and might have 
exefadmed witfat Gil Bias ^^ m vob non 
vobis^^' fcc.-^for acoording to tlie old 
saying,. ** they went out to look for wooli 
and ca»e borne 8horn''« 



Swan TaverDy near iSt. MartinVlane. 
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Ta the Editor of the Morning* Chf^nicle^ 



Sift, 

I have, for a long time, 
ftttfiered greatly by tbe injustide of man- 
kiad : crimes and follies baTe been 
alleged against me by the very perfitooa. 
who asserted my innocence and. my 
wisdom ; and the reward of approbation 
has been withheld by those who, in the 
same breath, have confessed that my 
ccHiduct was meritorious. Permit me 
humbly to state a few of the grievances 
I have thus far patiently endured ; and 
while you, Sir, cannot fail to observe 
tbe strange and 1 nacrous perplexity in 
which those who make free with my 
name, are constantly involved, yon will, 
1 am convinced, feel disposed to allow 
that I am an object of compassion, and, 
at least, do me the favour to represent 
my case to the public, by giving this. 
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fiddress a place in one of the colamnsof 
yoirr valyable journal. 

So various are the charges 
brought against me, and so numeroiis 
the instances of neglect and malignky I 
have experienced, that 1 must resign all 
idea of methodical arrangement m 
driawing up this appeal, and rely 'ovk 
yo«r candour to forgive the confused 
and desultory air which my letter must 
necessarily assume. Without farther 
preface I proceed to inform you that I 
stand accused: — 

Of being in the secrets of 
Bonaparte, and of knowing what he will 
do next. 

Of admiring the style and 
sentiments of the Courier, and Morning- 
Post ; and the Poetry of Mr. Dimond of 
Bath, &c. 
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Of believiitg that the Duke 
de Cadore did write what has been 
published in his name. 

Of thinking that Bank of 
England Notes are not depreciated in 
value. 

Of wishing the ruin of this 
great and energetic nation ; and victory 
to her enemies. 

Of having personal acquaint- 
ance with the Devil, and a violent 
desire to go to him. 

Of reading every thing 
written by Charlotte Dacres, Lord 
Valentia, Mister Thomas Hope, the 
Archdeacon of Sarum, Joanna South- 
cote, Sir Richard Phillips, and Mr. W. 
Spenser. 



5® 

Of writing a better Poem 
thaa MiUoa's. inuoortat Epic, verses 
worse than those of Haley, Bowles^ or 
Lord Strangford, and prose as bad as 
Pratt's,, otf that of tl^e Editor of the 
Satirist. 

« 

Of having heard Doctor 
Duigenan make a polite speech ia 
favour of toiSsra^ian, and Mr« Secretary 
C » . . . • a good one oa ^/ly occasion* 

Of beiog dead and alive, at . 
the same nHHBeAt. 

Of wisbii^ the failure of the 
PetkiiOB for Catholic EmaBcipatien. . 

• - t 

Of going to tlie enuptry^ 
when no one goes there; and staying 
IB. t«^wB,;wk6ii^eiifBry piie has left it. 
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Of '1>eing more corpulent; 
thati the late Mr. Daniel Lambert, and 
as tbin as the edge of a razor. 

Of bearing what is into1er« 
able; keeping my temper when out of 
humour, and being silent whenever I 
speak ! 

It is, Sir, by no means nn- 
nsnal to hear a fellow swear that I can 
swim on dry land^ pay my debts with- 
out money, and eat, at one meal, twice 
as much pudding as I can get. 

I am said to have more wit 
and genins than Mr. Sheridan, and also 

to be as thick-headed as Earl C , 

or the Marquis'of S. 

It is, at one and the same 
time, averred that I look more like a 
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khd^ j^t thkt mth mhvM^nie and ^niy 
legsjl Jilkii'Ctsfftteidndhatidioilie. '. ' 

' ' J> •' < i ;!artii aoktiGwiedgdd ky ief«* 
fbl 1f6^eX«^l Kembie in planringthb cha^ 
ra<ft^ ol' Sliakspdaire, ami l66iB|| b«ttef 
than CatliUnii and tiotmtfastmidmgi 
it $s a^sett^ tbatliiai^t a wofeJBr^ma^pt 
libii '^ oUaMe acting thafi Lbtmir an^ 
M^h tt'kbife-griiader^i ¥(tioeasTf^l«#<i 

. « • r 
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^1iit^9 M eiite% a«id :to beisiteecidiiiglfr 
^^tfal'^ ^ the '.)[)re9Mit incmbpahiblfB 
Adttfitflsfr^ti^ti^^* lto«:<« edcfdachi,t0o 

ttte t<tt«*A*, taka;«y, leiive; atsuking 
^^^^Sii*; that (did wiTifaerof 4lii« asiinfl* 
tiitef^^niM^e >fl< fntndtoi jrcm thfm fto 

Aug. I8U. 
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. la aitfindiagf ii6m tilt m^t^ 

ijideratkMi : of Niaw^Mifterii M tbfit . ^ 
Books, it will liot be expecHd ihat I 
should partieuiarize all tbe eminent 
works of the present fertile {^riod, which 
indeed are too numerous eveit ;tO! 1>f 
jDOuntied: the Monthly^ and Quarterly 
Reviews innst .be ' mferred to lus^ the 
wiest guides in thesb patlis of resc^r^b; 
Conducted on principles of the .utmost 
libieraiity, and diilplajring tiothing but 
disinterested criticism, and profound 
erudition, > tbeise wAxks d^ honour to 
British genius. . Ttvo or thi^pf Jtbese 
productions i especially . ^estnrej atten* 
'ti6n^: the Edinburgh Review ip iif^mw|(j» 
able ^for the genttfla^ of its i^tri^tvn^ 
and the modesiy/iahicb: iis .c^onspicuoi^ft 
in its pagiss ;v)andislilliion9 fpr not c^n* 

<1liinin^ any irreleraiit maUjeri.nor any 

« 

kfng, isbpless, and wearisome tffjBatia^ 
itttrodoced to' Mall: Ihe ;;^ipali^^ wd 
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sbowofftbe leariiiii^ of those wKo 
and write for it. The Antijacobin JRe^ 
Tiew is distinguished for ita^ freeddm 
from party-bias, as the litle provesV 
because political partialities ot* preja- 
dices have no connection with quest- 
ions of literature. Nor must I omit the 
Scourge and the Satirist r monthly per- 

• • • 

fbrmances totally deroid of vulgar 
acidity, personal abuse, indelicacy of 
phrase, and coarse, ungrammaticat 
style. 

' In speaking of literary ex^ 

eellence, it may be thought natural thai 

I should insert the names at least of 

• ... • ' 

some 6f the great living Authoi^s, whose 
labours at this hour amuse and enlighten 
their fellow-citizens. I t renible at th« 
notion of doing this, however sparingly, 
through fear of giving pain to such to I 
should neglect to notice ; a(nd to de- 

o2 
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t)tf{^s,let,imt,^tur'patiqiijn).!l»a«ito,t«lM- 

pP?«^„pul?,iH cftn6M41atifln of m64«i^fi 
%j<(;isb .}fp)^m ,yi\^ : »?p|ei|d»r ,woi«Iflr 
daza^le, j^^y f^lkd^,ill tl^e < tH-Uliancj. ^oC 

&iiii . and » dii^f . ^9, tbe i^torf$ ia ti^e jpFe;» 

« 

i?»»^ ^.^iftj^tf j^^^fficientl j) of> Swift, , aif 4 
Steele, and Farqabar; of GoldsH((i^)^ 
tbe Poet, and Barrj tbe Tragedian, 
^^ ?i?J^Jf.{t*?6 J^iMori^lKPainter : of 

?^ 9MPf^ and Curranr *IJ^ 'Jk9m^ 

«nfp ii*Wf Bfifts f^y ^^l i ^^^ .»»Hh}«><^4fiM 

^li *y pcc^8i9f)s,. kii^l^ i^^lft^ ^fW:to 
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iti «b«ipflrisoti' ' lirttft' - thi^' aiitij^ts of 
£ssay9'on Biillion,'^ and o<i pkpet eiM)> 
rtnty; 5f tte' art d«' Cookery,' t* wWk 
4<>bi|!fc ' itt tl/is temperate m> rattfaei'^aW 
fitittiiou9 natibh has ran ttireugb--t#6 
iMMiaMd^aiicli^y filfitibfllsl) 6fmiLHb 
mf- liitdiftelsonti^nf Elephimt- pH(iet'; irif 

I^Ben.'} sf the ! Poeimi idf 
JMid qtig1}t4lOiM^r(tbles ; ioT {M'-the 
!]?rkMn)itis, a«iii €arsetii 'an<i<>'S6f^MrtV^ 
«nii Piim, aii^'T^ar^,' iCn(A^'Plett<tifl^^, 

A^lady:*^ ihe Lake,' «dei'&o-. '&»:?"":' 






^oiiity ; ' na«i)«lyi> tHb < emtAiitd^^m 
«ffbrd«ttHeni -ttf titWar^^nib^ 'By'Htb 
tM^ailtti^ madeH If^f Edtrcdiftttn ^ ' i^ 
tii0«iledtUH>ftd B^ •ttie'tt^^Ma^teM'ib 
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fhe qa«lil7,of luch pablicalioiiv Mff* 
vended by. the bookifellers in Jl^eadept 
fian-vtneU P^tprppster.row, PaU-Mat|^ 
and elsewhere , or hired bjr the keeper* 
oi. Cur<)<ilati«g libraries. With reiq^t 
|p th^ fin^.meiitioqed cfw^ of tb« pcoir 
liensity of this pei^ple to litcuratnre, mmI 
■jtheir pre-eminence therein OTer* aU'tha 
jwrprldt-rtbe system ofeilueiition poismdi 
jit is . iiidisiMi^)i>ly. the bent e?#r fnunel 
4>r, acted pipon both, for therporpMs.of 
InrtrD^ioff^ ,aiid the ;|»^s^vatioa\6f 
l^lprals. Np .sach e«te hers 

•»st as Pal^lic tmrdhig Mihe^lit 'Mcli 
contaiqing twa or ihive hoiidfed.bofis» 
who at the expense of an euormous som 
jof 019116^9. in five years, acquire nothing 
Jbot |l^ arts of boxing, €riet;et«p)aying^ 
MxA writing, nonsense in.: latin has- 
.i^meters ;:,.aod b^pn|i^ng. matare in 
jdebaucbery before t^h^ir gipwtb isbatf- 



.«_-jda^^ 
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d^o^ption,: called ^Isewbere %m Uniref • 
sit J, and ;th0re wtste fbilr additional 
yearJs df life, trt ridinghacks and driftng 
Tandems ; dmngjuraments and OenetaUi 
mding WM4ectwr€s i drinking sloe- 
jiitoe^ walking the stireets, cheating their 
tiiilors, ridiculing their tutors, ;and 
finally entering it he ^orld, in the tharad« 
fbrs^of Menters of the Senate, Militia 
Captains,: drainkeA .8qtaife»i or sfKirting 
Rectors. ;• 



' .J '•.-••?.,> 
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Nmiher in fingland am tberd 
fliojf^ Seminaries £)v. femald yolitht pti 
which girls are despatched at nine or 
ten yearsr of age, and where they are 
detained until seventeen or eighteeOf 
ithat their iiidbkfiit' and voliiptuouii 
mothers may have more leisure fiir 
^eir owti lii^^ntitas * f^^lrsnits', while 
their daughters learn to dance badly, to 
Understand Botatiy, >to dawb iretlam 
and velvet with black-beetlesi wreathed 



sbelh, and ««1iImi|^ ' msm ; ..to Udki 
thinly ^ i» oovrupc Fvenoh^ . aiid ineifl 
Itfl) lafil aotiscnse 'by mi i a PiatMi^ I | bera 
caanol rie&ist tke ^oppoitiiiiity' acf '|ir<<W 
9e»tifig Toii'-'rfith a t&py of !\)art.ctf ik 
tetter from one of tltese 'thorougk bred' 
l^ttitile botaiists tb aootler af rher .a#B 
elasK:: 'H got nlimad^, 1' >k|icnrnot . ttoif^ 
Md 4xcit6il mueli laiigUcv iaoimi^ 
theseiii^b niiiiil«d:aait rikiarial.fiiMei^i 
The accomplished writer is (1 haH^I'.^ 
describing to her Correspondent, the 
MagiMitis^^ aaii}^ Cfjau she Iketifelf expresses 
it) iii ' thi&^pliiinast terna sba vooM €kfA% 
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eaSux Am a mfee u<iif>^ ftkiaimf 
^/i^j walk' Mie/ tbHci^Ar )^e*f d^ 

r 
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^iitUf 4manilMT4 om jja4kiwip and 
ify^ ar0 ukear; m^, pidii contam^ 
Wfif^u <m^k^ wiona QH0ii$p mniw of^ 
inHi^c$aw/, ana eov§r a cutQsmfujn^ 
i^fuhei&s^ tj4e ^u€§4 nmicn.. au 
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euMikfed and aca^; Imu are aik^ 
AfiTfnanen/^ and are one^ceiud cmd 
^po^f^awed, iaemu and t>henma ou/e 

ward. tJne ^eede ate irreauwt 

iimer ^fnH> ot one} in ^nahe ^ney ate 

m 

toundien, cmd nana Su a mread Aom 
Ine 4earn4 m ea>on 4idec£ 4m dkqSidsf/* 

* I < » • ■' ^ 

And y^t this is what thoise foreign 
barbitrians called nmpk definition ! 
Were the English plan dfeduci^t ion any 
thing like the above, is it to be imagined 
thtt the wesilthy Irish Absentees would 
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order to superintend the mental iiD* 
|»^eti^nt ifjf their ^ffb^ripg, w4 *?» 
amMtiooi* °*of having their > children 
brpuigHt lip. |iei;e, ai;^. traiiie^ jt^.^ 

* ■ - • ■ ' ^ 

semble^ as much as possible, thi» 
^lesant people? 






▲ I have before i^timate^ that 

ttie Icive of letters is, in England, a sort 
of unurersal passion ; and chis is strkpllj 
troe; Cbeap^and correct editions oi 



Yts^ttl, and non^ bnt gseful w«rk^, are 
perpetually commg forth: the general 
goo^ sens(^ of the people here woqld 
treat with disdain the' idea of eticonrag'* 
ing the printing and re-printing of 
costly yolpmes, the apsard and grqtes^ 
qoe produciiqns of tpe, fifteeqth and 
tinxteentb centnries ; ' stpffed w^th fear- 
ful impressions of. engniiVings om woodi 



tIkiWg 'like tfaid'^ 



or fooleries of a simjlar kirid -, expen- 
sive' baubles to anli^se great childrc^ 
thrown on in tall copies, "and ^tot^ 
_c6pies, on roval atid syper-royaVpaper-; 
in orde^ lo gratify t^e prurient, and 
sictily fancies of ofd detar^ and yoan^ 
si'mpleloiis ^fampW ^riunes, and per- 
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Ttrted miAclft; and iofinitdy 
meutal to the diffusion of applicable 
learning in a state. Neither have thej 
in England what are called in foreign 
parts. Circulating Libraries ; institnti- 
Ons calculated to spread vice and ab^ 
surdity through all ranks; and from 
which mental poison is hired out by 
the penny worth, in the form of Novels 
and Romances. This pure and digni- 
fied race of mankind would combine 
to abolish such pernicious establish- 
taents, an4 punish the proprietors, as 
felons of the worst class. This laudable 
delicacy on their part, applies peculiarly 
to the city I am now about to speak 
of; for I promised, you may recollect^ 
to take a view of this nation in what we 
may term its holiday dress — as it ap- 
pears in one of the many places of 
fashionable resort, frequented by the 
gay and opulent :. and I fix my ehoice 



t»n BaA. for aeireni} ^reaAtit { chiefljr 
because it is tbene that Dot only the 
Englisli votaries of {deasures, b«it also 
the laisa Absbni feEii tttaj be said to 
floarisb aud ahouod^ 

To describe this lovely town, 
this modern Athens, this true centre of 
taste and sound sense, this region of ra- 
tionality, in adequate lan^uage^ would 
require more time than I can command, 
and more talents than I pretend to; I 
^hal) therefore declioe the attempt, and 
venture little more than a rude outline.. 



t J 
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The city of Bath affords a 
rich subject to the contemplative mind: 
it contains within it, perhaps, the most 
polished, energetic and industrious as^ 
semblag^ of human creatures thatevejr 
.existed; sapityof body and of intellect 
%^VM there to be the . portion pt . all. 
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^heth«r HM«6it ot- vithmt t «nA tffis it 

liot eMti hi#%Miil ! of th« Aicalirj, rai 
^olar or rrre^alar^ there mti iiid4ped biit 
few in England ; in Batb th^re are none^ 

tt is needless to remark that 
nothing can be morfe frivolous; and mis- 
chievous than the habit Avhich sotti^ 
people have of speaking of tviili^'j^ 
ironicailly : this is known by the term of 
quizzing^ and by shallov^ persons has 
been deemed a species of htiimle^s jocu- 
larity; but 1 <;an produce one instaM6 
of a most melancholy catastrophe re« 
suiting from if, which deprived the 
world o^a worthy citizeh, iind myself olf 
a very Valuable friend. Poor Mf. 
Twactdle wias a kindly and well-mcl^tt- 
ing mail, but was' apt tb uiiderstahd 
every thing Ii/€ra//y. He found liim« 
self ttii^eaifened wit6 gouty^ i;otibplaimti» 
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un^ beset by blue devib while in Londoor 
and had resolved on proceeding to Batb 
in hopes of relief from both maladies, 
.when unluckily for him and his ac- 
quaintances,^ he encountered in a coifee 
house, one of these professed QUIZ- 
ZEBS ; a wag who could tell the most in- 
credible stories with the most immoveable 
gravity of aspect, and all the appearance 
of a man speaking truth : filling up his 
details with minute circumstances, hesi- 
tating as if to recollect himself, hoping 
he should not be led to say too much, 
and rectifying points in his narrative of 
a trivial nature, and vrhere correction 
seemed superfluous and accuracy useless. 

To this ADEPT, who had 
been for many years a notorious Bath 
lounger, my poor friend communicated 
his prqject of a visit to that delicious 



s 
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^ee ; and in xtiHttk ftfr \i\6 confidence, 
ifeccive^l ffo'cn biift stfcti ftlri kcxidunt Wf it, 
as I &1iatl ^orthnrith gi v4 )f(m aSodost in 
fai^ very words: the cofiseqdem^e, liow- 
«ver, of bis figurdikte wit was, that the 
iu^less Twaddle not btfmlifehendinjp 
the jest, swafl6w€ld Sill *he h^iird with 
eager credl^ti'ty, i^evdkckl bis design M 
reciring tb Bladi/d^s agings, add died 
at his ^arttnemts In Grelit RasuseK^t^eet. 
The tenth part Of the ii/fortnatiefh with 
which he was 'gratified, by the Hoaiir 
alloded'to, would, 'it ibUlrt be idloVM, 
iiave been silfiicietit to d^er Jilny -[^fiy 
hypochotidmo that ever breMhed, finite 
Mcfkiifg in Bkth, ehh^r oi^dicbl i^^i 
ibr his body, or amusement for his 
mind : it was io tlie 'following effect, 
knd, I need itedrcery tell yoil, sbdh^ 
'have been iinder^tbdd bs a cdrnpftefe 
piece'of /i^%, frdtti fi At tb lii^. 



m 

^* To cbmmence with its in- 
terior, the City of Ba^th i», as a& 
etoqtietit irmh Peer of former days sai4 
of a very different fi^lace, all acclivity 
and ^declivity, with hardly the interreib- 
tion of a horizontal plain as lar^e asa 
dining table: its fine modern building^ 
are cdld and cheerless, and its old ten«^ 
ments a collection of black, tottering 
and unsightly hovels ; some of ibe 
streets *so wide, as to invite^ every storm 
ihat1)Iows; and others so narrow and so 
Hasty, thcit a walking passenger Who hw 
one foot 'on the pathway, must submit 
to have the other in the mire. A persdn 
attempting to take the air in the geniul 
districts of the town, must likewise, «ft 
'airtimes, take in at his*moilth,0yesand 
nostrils, as much o'f the contents of 
dust-carts as'fhose apertures oY his^face 
can admit; whi<ih to >an invalid might 
be as t6bjectioiiable te «oifie iotbsr wf« 

as 
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cumstaBces in th^ ecanpmy of Batb 
ftreels; »iich as the clistractiiig screams 
of young thieves disguised as sand-boys ; 
the4readful and discordant bellowing 
of a certain vender of Brown-Georges; 
having the flesh of his heels scraped off 
by the wheels of innumerable Bakers' 
banows. and kis nerves jarred hy the 
rattling of those machines, perpetually 
bunting him in whatever direction he 
may take; being knocked down, or at 
least receiving a broken shin from the 
assaults of ^edan-chairmen, constantly 
trotting past with their burdens; or from 
the.drivers or drawers of wheelchairs, 
.chasing and meeting him at every turn; 
or, should, he escape these, being jostled 
aside 4^r overset by :files of neddies loaded 
with sacks of coaL The countless 
butchers^ shops in almost all parts of 
the town are sickening exhibitions of 
the .fat and bloody carcasses of nearly 
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every sort of beast and fowY conspicii* 
oiislj hung out to lure the bilious, 
paralytic, mangy and gor-bellied glut- 
tons, who stand near them in gronpes, 
coquetting with larded poultry, sides of 
beef, legs of pork, loins of mutton, and 
haunches of venison^ 

The inhabitants of this place 
are composed of three distinct descrip* 
tions of persons : the natives, the wealthy 
residents, and visiters in the season. 
The first, a tribe of the most unprinci- 
pled and shameless rogues on earth, 
who pillage without mercy or remorse 
the imbecile and infirm among the 
upper classes of strangers coming to 
their town; robbing them under the 
various pretences of accommodating 
them with lodging, food, elegant luxu- 
ries, medical assistance and rs^tional 
•ntertainments, and in fact supplying 
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tbem, at an enormoua expense, (though 
a|)|iareBtlyQn moderate terms) withbadr 
}y furnibbed lodgings or entire bouses; 
Iddifferent or unwholesome provisions, 
tawdry and ill- manufactured articles of 
dress, pernicious, or at best, usele^i 
drugs called medicines^ administered bj 
ignorant and impudent empirics, called 
f^hysiciam ; and with public amuse^ 
ments which are such onlj to the 
linavish conductors of them, who sneer 
at the dupes by whom they gain their 
livelihood. 

The second class comprises 
the opulent owners of houses in the 
grand parts of the town, and consists, of 
incredible number of fools of both sexes: 
Touged and wrinkled Dowagers, illitcr 
nte, diseased, peevish and depraved ad« 
yenturerc^ from either India, hypocri- 
^ical, lazy^i gormandiziu^ Beneficed 
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elergj; imddle-aeed females of more 
than fainted reputations, styling tbeni- 
selves lyomen of family; old male i(iar 
randers, married a$ well as unmarried, 
to whom the keepers of gaming tables, 
the wine-nierchants, the quacks, anc| thf 
prostitutes of Bath owe their support; 
and— though last, by no means least-^- 
9, strong corps of Irish; estated men, 
meipbers of Parliament, &c. who drain 
their native country of its money; and 
pretend to fortunes six times greater 
thaq they possess ; to Genealogies wbieh 
they invent; and to Education, tbo^igh 
Jiardly able to write their names : who, 
in a double sense, calumniate the land 
that gave them birth, by asserting theqa* 
s^lycjs to be Jrii^li Gentry^ and appearing 
a^ travelling Libeh oq the luckless soil 
that produced them ; to which, hoin^ever, 
they certainly make the best compensa- 
tion in ^heir po^er by liying away from 
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it^ The mode of passing tiipe amongst 
these persons, may be conjectured from 
tlieir characters ; their hours are devoted 
to tfilking ^cand^l of each other, trying 
to read Novels, rolling about in their 
chariots ; wasting money (for the bepeiit 
of Auctioneers, fixed atid itinerant, who 
rob and laugh at them at the same mo- 
ment;) in the purchase of damaged 
furniture, dawbs on canvasi broken 
china, glittering trinkets^ stuffed mon« 
kies, and paroquets: plundering onp 
another at cards, feeding and guzzling 
at their respective homes, and frequent- 
ing what are denominated places of 
Holy Worship, elegantly fitted up, with 
velvet cushions, warm stoves, and gqr- 
geous curtains; and affecting to think 
themselves on the high road to Heaven's 
gate, because they bestow a few annual 
pounds in ostentatious subscriptions to 
seeming charities, s^d have listened 
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vrith dulcified aspects once a week to a 
polite preacher of their own especial 
choosing ; a dear, soft spoken man, with 
rosy nails, snowy hands, and powdered 
pate, who whispers for twenty minutes 
an Olio of mawkish truisms, sprinkled 
over with drawing-room phraseology, 
and a little lively abuse of Democrats, 
and Bonaparte. 

A Bath ball, particularly on 
Thundaif evenings, calls together these 
Grandees, as well as multitudes of 
a lower degree; and displays scenes 
%vhich would require a pencil as pointed 
as t!:at of Hogarth or Gilray, to describe, 
and a pen as sharp as Churchill's or 
Crabbes, to expose sujfficienlly. The 
apartments tor card *playing and dan- 
cing are under the same ample roof: 
in the first, the exhibition is even more 
isurious than in the dancing room, and 
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almost as disgnstin^ ; for bere^ befi«all» 
the lustre of candies ^liieh shed a liuht 
as briiliani: as ^e dav, may be seen 
^fty or tbree-soore of either sex^ seated 
at diflferent tables; ir> sileiice eyeing 
fach other with rnqtyal, and well me- 
rited scowls of mistctist; and fxerting 
Much faculties as age and distempers 
^ave left them, lo practise deception 
and to escape it: this card-room, in short, 
on a crowded evening, includes within 
its walls as much human vice as New« 
gate, as much bodily disease as a Loiv- 
don hospital, as much folly as Bedlam, 
ai^d as much vulgarity ns Wapping. 
This is likewise a most exact descrip- 
tion of the elements whereof the Ball is 
composed; for there, although many 
hundreds meet, those who can boast of 
youth, soundness and agility are not by 
any nneans as numerous as the crippled, 
4ecrepit and superannuated, who, from^ 
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Tartous motives, flock to this amuse' 

m 

pient; induced by a wish to escape 
from home and its chagrins, to promote 
or prevent marriages, to talk scandal 
and scurility, pursue plans of intrigue^ 
&c. &c. \^ii lie the less inactive, under 
pretence of enjoying the harmless pas- 
time of dancing, are in any state rather 
than a state of enjoyment or innoceiit 
occupation : the females being design- 
edly as nearly naked as they dare^ and 
in^ the language and behaviour which 
pass between them and their partners 
piore rank, more nauseous than it is 
possible for the uninitiated to imagine. 
Wherever design is concerned, the hu* 
man creature, like the brute, becomes 
serious; accordingly, the general ex- 
pression of countenance, amongst the 
dancers, is exceedingly dull and formal; 
the women being engaged in plotting to 
raise the amorous or the avaricious 
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passions of the men^ and by imposing: 
themselves on them as beauties and 
beiresses,with the aid of cosmetics, tigbt 
lacing, curled ivigs, fantastic robes, and 
paste ornaments, to snap them up for 
fcusbands. And the men, unless such 
as are elevated with wine, are rendered 
{(rave bjr similar plottings on their part: 
those whom indulgence in the glass has 
thrown off their guard, use such license 
^{ speech and hand as would hardlj be 
endured ekewhese — even in the bagnioi^ 
of a civilized country ; yet here are not 
only permitted, but excited by the 
conduct of the elders who surround 
them, and who have their private views 
to answer.. 

The superintendant of thisi 
select and moral society, is styled the 
Master of the Ceremonies,, who, richly 
attired, moves about with all the solemu 
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pomp of a Chinese Mandarin ; and wltk 
lordly tone, — with the air of a states- 
man arranging the commeucement of 
hostilities, or the etiquette of a eonti- 
nental peace, directs ^^ some half dozen^' 
of screaking fiddlers seated in a gallery 
aloft, to cliange the tune they are scrap* 
ing from *' Sir David Hunter Bhtr^^ !• 
** Drops of BrandyP^ This mock Poteii« 
tate was formerly obliged to issue oer* 
tain seasonable acknowledgments for con- 
tributions to his Benefit : — I have an old 
specimen of one in my pocket :— « 

^omMimenU h <Alr. uVoedu^ 
and vea4 leave 4o reifarn tnanw 



4nanM mr 




14 veru oSlialna ajien^om.^^ 
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Tbfife! Did «Wi- ihe ifa«i* 
gutigfe tif ifetetticfniikl gO 1>>jYiti1d this* 
Mr. T. festeemsMmself hoticn^editi brttig 
allttiredio be l-fesp€crfui; ^ild, -hifor^bverj 
cmv^s p^ittiission to tdke tbe tfberty ttf 
b^i tig thankful! 

Bath lias two other ass^tiMy 
Tootiis, and two other Masters df her 
rfeVels; copies of ihe first, and not 
worth enlarging on. But we hltve not 
yet completed our view of the Worthies 
of this preciotis city : the M2ftf 'class still 
remains to be described ; the full des« 
crtption, however, must, in parliament- 
ary phrase, stand o\er to a future'day: 
the fifty heads of the fabled Briareus, 
with a tongue in each, would be requi- 
site to do the subject any sort of justice : 
from one poor, unassisted organ of 
speech, therefore, nothing ad<^quete can 
be expected. But-— imagine, if you 



icaii, "n^a^t Wpecies of sck^^ial cdiigir^Sft 
'^iik 4ritte fi-bitt Wti ittftnx ^f, ^ei^aps, 
twi >tht>4j^and 'plersQn«» in th^ Season, tof 
every lorder -from tliat 6( soi disatk 
'Crentry^ to 't!iut of MentJicants ; artd — M 
liegin ivith the Irish — all passing frhdefr 
'fiditiOttS tf ties. Degraded ecclesiastics 
^itd 'iriil?tafry> atppekriiig as sickly scho- 
iars and veteraUs ivorn out by foreign 
^rlimates, or disabled by honourablfe 
^ottnds:: srp'ungers and petty gate- 
%lers, expelled ^om their hiding 'h6las 
4h Ldhdon and ellsewbei^e, i^iuHiing 
sfrofm <Keir i^reditors, and the Borw-streriSt 
Tr^nn^fs, atid i^tyling flieinstflVesyaarrg 
:gdn^lead[dh of iNi>EPEi«ffifEkT fortunes:; 
and very juiftfy, as ^he^y'db liot depend 
trpohisiny^ihing <hfat 'I'kndw of : frandu- 
^lerit^b^hkm^tis, i^iihaWay sdb^ltertfs df 
'idlliti^, ^rristers Vithout briefs, dr 
dWlHng-iilae^; Xtto^tii^s kbd k^ibr- 
^di^Si' ^le/ks, tf^ith their froury Mive%, 
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slaiDmekin daughters, &c» &c. &c. a 
shoal of miscreants ^ejejcted from their 
indignant country, where they could 

find neither respect nor society, sneak- 
ing off to parlours and garrets in this 
town we are speaking of, with the selL 
conferred, or, as it may be called, Bath 
Brevet-rank of Baronets, Squires, Colo- 
Bels, Doctors, and so forth ; talking of^ 
Iheir Estates^ and smirkingly subnjiitting 
to the imputation of having too refined 
a taste to live at home in the lofty 
stations which . their great incomes 
would authorise ; and with the dialect 
and accent of common Bog - trotters^ 
abusing the climate, the ignorance, the 
dishonesty, and barbarism of Ireland^ 
and taking shame to themselves for 
fpiiUmg theif own sumptuous chateausf 
And thus, having for three or four 
months, cheated one another of their 
pence at whist, casino» and billiards^ 



and swindled their butcher, baker, 
laundresses and landladies, that set va« 
nisbes by night and for ever; some ia 
the inside, and some on the outside, 
of heavy coachej, on borrowed hacks, 
or on their feet, while to them succeed 
more of the same kind of despicable 
outcasts, who bring most unmerited 
scandal on the Irish name, and impress 
the people of England with the idea 
that in them they had seen some of the 
best and most polished productions of 
the Sister-nation. 

Fortunately it is of no great 
consequence what notions they inspire 
into their Bath comrades of the English 
breed, who are pretty nearly as bad. as 
themselves; and indeed, in two or three 
respects, worse; for amongst these, you 
have not the affectation of wealth and 
good-breedings but the reality of what 
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is caHed pkriB^pride; ddded to tn iii- 
snfferHble iiiimion of Naiianatiiff ; that 
is, of arrogance bailt UpOAr a firitt b^ 
h^ that thfe English are not ottly the 
foremost oti the lists of humanity 
fyt etefy exeellence, but that this 
e^iCcelience, moral and pfhysical, is 
^ti;illy bteto#ed iipoh all ^ho are bom 
oti English grodnd, by a PiioriOBT^cik 
iirhom they allo# to be b^nev^lfent, yet 
by U'hom they bc%€$ve iheibskhes pecit^ 

In Bath, these Favouritbs 
^F HfeAvt^ are tfuthefdtis; and chiefly 
infest the lower t^ywn, the P^mp-rooM, 
and the libraries afd^i^nt ; and consii^ 
df half-play lieotenantitf of tUt ^rmy and 
na\y, who call themselves field-officers 
and captains; df apMhecartes #ho have 
-i-^not given up busin^si— bat — ^h&ta 
bofiriness has given dp, and who pass f6r 
physicians and surgeons, living on their 
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private property: of military tailors^, 
pawn - brokers, cheese - mongei-s, iron * 
mongers, and other mongers, all deno- 
minating themselves retired Merchants 1 
And as if these were not sufficient to 
support the national dignity, there are 
i^pread throughout the country, and 
especially scattered over Bath, multi* 
tudes of natives from the Colonies ; of 
animals with calf-less legs, tawny hides^ 
frizzled heads, and button-noses, who re^ ^ 
semble baboons in their aspects and ap- 
petites, and who, by intermarrying with 
the English, as they constantI;f do, wilt, 
in no great length of time, generate their 
own deformities of body and mind, all 
over the European portion of the King^ 
dominions. If, to what 1 have already 
said of Bath, you will please to su1>join 
two or three circumstances more ; such 
as the surprising quantity of men- 
serfants thiere, who -vie with' their 

l3 
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employers in profligacy, and are, al- 
most without exception, drunkards and 
idlers : of ladies'-maids and children's 
maids, Housekeepers, &c. &c. who are 
most of them prostitutes : of Billiard- 
markers, Past ry - cooks, U ai r-d ressers, 
&c. the whole amounting to some 
thousands, you will then have a notion, 
though by no meauK a competent no- 
tion of the place to which you meditate 
retiring, in search of opportunities for 
calm reflection, social converse, and the 
assistance of wisdom and science towards 
the cure of your disordered frame 1'^ 

I have before told you the 
effect of this hoax; it completely de- 
ceived the unfortunate auditor, who 
weakly giving credence to all he heard, 
resolved to remain where he was, and 
in consequence, departed for the oth^r 
world, withaiit discovering the jest. 
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Indeed I may saj that mj 
ill-starred friend Twaddle lost more 
than his life by this piece of wicked 
wit: for never was Bath better worth 
seeing than just at the very period of 
bis intended visit. Had he then gone 

m 

thither, he would have beheld, besides 
other admirable things, a celebrated 
amateur Actor perform the part of 
Romeo on the stage of the Theatre- 
Royal in this sublime city, to a house 
overBowing with literati and genii of 
both sexes, who sat out the exhibition 
with the utmost composure, received 
and dismissed the Gentleman, with the 
most liberal applause, and at all parties 
and public places for several weeks fol- 
lowing, declared themselves highly 
gratified with the vast di^^play of talents 
they had witnessed. In this, the Critics 
of Bath had the proud honour Qf setting 
an example to the rest of the country, 
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and even to the Capital, b j thus iinequi-^ 
vocally evincing a true discernment of 
histrionic merit. Nor is this acumen 
possessed bj them in a less degree at 
present, as the following particulars will 
prove. Verj recently, the youthful phe- 
nomenon, called Roscius Betty, or 
Betty Roscius happened to arrive in 
Bath on a tour of pleasure. For three- 
or four days he was seen jauntilly walk- 
ins; about Milsom-street, and a modest 
hint was given in one of the newspapers 
that this theatrical Prodigy was in the 
town. Soon after, it was buzzed abroad 
that at the desire of sundry persons of 
distinction^ he would condescend to per* 
form some of /u5 favourite characters on 
the stagp; and, (to make a short story of 
it,) he at last appeared in the varioiis 
parts of Essex, Hamlet, Achmet, Tan« 
cred, Alexander, &c. to the infinite 
gratification of crowded houses, indud- 
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ing as much of the taste and literature 
of this astonishing city as could gain 
admission ; and was allowed to be ex- 
quisitely incomparable, and unutterably 
and inimitably super-human, besides 
being nearly superior to Garrick in his 
day: vide, the Bath Newspapers. The 
Box-book, on these occasions was 
covered over, till it was black as my 
coat, No. 2, With the Titles of Peers, 
and the Names of illustrious' Common- 
ers, chiefly Irish, who thought them- 
selves bound in honour to attend ; 
because in Ireland it was that this 
amazing young man first attracted the 
public notice ; and from the former and 
recent sentence of such judges, there 
can be no appeal. His figure was par- 
ticularly admired ; so was the neatness 
of his waist, the beauty of his legs, the 
enchanting and murmuring melody of 
his voice, and the expression of bis 
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countenance, arising from his having a 
fine roman nose, black and flexible 
broHs, and eyesof sparkling jet. Such 
was the enthusiasm excited in Bath bj 
his re-appearance, that laudator^ verses 
poured in upon him, from all sides: the 
lowest even of the writing rabble cpn- 
tributed their offerings ; the very sca- 
vengjprs and nighlmen of Parnassus ! yea, 
an Auctioneer of the place knocked 
himself down for a song in his praise. 
Can more be required to confirm tl^e 
intellectual character of Bath in the 
World's opinion, than what 1 have just 
advanced ? 

But — I ipust hasten to cop- 
elude this my labour, of which I trust 
you will inake a proper use : and I hope 
you will allow that I have stated fapts 
sufficient, both in point of ^ eight and 
number, to establish my original ajssfr- 
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tion in favour of this Queen of the 
ISLES, and to yindicate our Absentee 
countrymen, not only in the eyes of the 
existing generation, but in those of 
Posterity. You, and the Reviewers will 
smile, or haply, laugh at my conceit in 
supposing that this little Tract will 
reach to future times ! Let me then in- 
form you that I have a device for 
ensuring it-s getting safe into the hands 
of those who are to live, when we are no 
more. A.s soon as convenient after it has 
been printed, I intend to bind up the 
whole impression along with copies of 
several Works, of whose immortality 
there is no doubt; for instance — Sir 
Richard Musgrave's history of the Irish 
Rebellion ; pamphlets in favour of the 
Legislative Union between England and 
Ireland ; the present Bishop of Meath's 
Sermons, and table-talk; Mr. Pitt's 
speeches ; the continuation of the Mise- 
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win of flnmatt Life; the labours of 
Lofd Teignnouth ; Travels id Albania 
and Ronielia ; Diinond^si Petrarcbal 
Sotistts, &e. &c. &G. &c. ice. &c. &c. &c. 
hj tbe same hand, (all be will write in« 
eluded ;) Hannah More's Cselebs, &c. ; 
Warner's Walks in Wales; Lord By- 
ion's Verses on the opening of Durj-lane 
Theatre; tbe Poems of Walter Scott 
lately published ; and those of Mn Pye» 
late and early : all the jenx d'enprit of 
all the Bath newspapers — tbe versifica- 
tion of every kind put forth by Bath 
Poets during the Jast auspicious year, 
and, to preclude the possibility of fail- 
ing in my pleasing hope, my fond desire, 
my longing after lame, my book shall 
go triumphantly down the stream of 
time, under the same cover with— Let- 
ters ffom the Swedish Cpurt; the Prison 
^ Montauban ; and the new Edition of 
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the history of Mr. Thomaift T)iumb, <^ 
Thumb^hall, in Northumberland^ 

Before I take my leave, al-* 
low me a few words concernipg mj 
frontispiece. 

If you or your country friends 
knew London as well as I do, it would 
be necidless for me to observe, that the 
Design prefixed to this little vplume is 
ironical, and consequently a delicate 
compliment to the .Great City: just ^ 
if a painter should draw a very ugly 
portrait, and call it a striking likeness 

of the beauteous Miss ! Sit* 

Paul's Church, ble^s your fiv^ wits! 
is not out of all proportion to the sur* 
rounding buildings; neither does jt 
stare at strangers with uplifted paw^t 
nor seem to wonder at itself, and strug- 
gle for want of room. On the tenements 
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beaeath there are not any red tiles, fcyr 
tbe banses in London are all slated. 
Then the spires in the city bear no si- 
militude to either su^ar*casters, or mus« 
tard-pots ; nor does the Monument look 
like a great candle that requires snuff- 
ing! 

The environs instead of be^ 
ing flat and marshy, are, as 1 have else- 
where said, notoriously picturesque; 
presenting to the eye a sweet succession 
of bill and valley. 

Of the atmosphere also 1 
have already spoken in terms of admi- 
ration. It is a perfect emblem of pu* 
rity : but in the Plate you will perceive 
that the Engraver has comically given, 
to the clouds above the metropolis, 
forms rather too decided, and permitted 
them to abuse the privilege which 
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clouds have of reseoibling other things : 
on ooe side they take almost tlie shape 
of a flying giant afflicted with dropsy; 
in the opposite quarter, of a parish- 
beadle; a thunder-cloud constituting 
his wig and great coat, and a flash of 
lightening, the gold lace on bis three- 
cocked hat* 

Cordially uniting in senti- 
ment with those discerning Irish, who 
wisely prefer England in general as a 
place of residence, and in particular, 
Bath, where 1 have fixed my abode; I 
now, my much esteemed Friend, 
you heartily farewell. 

Absentee-row, Bath* 
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